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IN 1918, IN THE WANING DAYS
OF THE FIRST WORLD WAR,
ONE POUGHBOY WOULDP
PISTINGUISH HIMSELF ON
THE FIELDPS OF COMBAT WITH
HIS UNWAVERING COURAGE
AND EXTRAORPINARY
MARKSMANSHIP.

T; WOODFILL.

AFTER THE WAR, GENERAL JOHN J. THE ANSWER WOULD
PERSHING, COMMANPER OF THE GENERAL PERSHING, SURPRISE EVERYONE.
AMERICAN EXPEDPITIONARY FORCES, { WHO, IN YOUR OPINION,
16 SPEAKING TO AN AUDPIENCE. WAS THE GREATEST

AMERICAN SOLDIER IN NOT ALVIN YORK
THE GREAT WARZ OR EPDIE
RICKENBACKER.

THAT WOULDP

) BE SAMUEL
WOOPFILL, WITHOUT /i
QUESTION.

INPIANA FARM FAMILY; PREAMED
OF BEING A HUNTER.




50 STRONG WAS SAWS DRIVE TO HUNT, HE WOLILD
SNEAK AWAY WITH HIS FATHER'S RIFLE TO STALK GAME.

UPON REACHING HIS EIGHTEENTH YEAR, HE fg
4 ENLISTED IN THE ARMY AND SERVED IN
THE PHILIPPINES FOR THREE YEARS.
O - A Tt A
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" WHEN AMERICA ENTEREPD INTO A WAR
WITH SPAIN, SAM WENT TO ENLIST

THOUGH ONLY FIFTEEN YEARS OF AGE.

SORRY;
SON. COME
BACK IN A FEW
YEARS.

s

AS PART OF GENERAL PERSHING'S
EXPEDPITION IN 1914, WOODFILL
WAS SENT TO THE MEXICAN
BORPER TO PROTECT AGAINST

RAIPS BY PANCHO VILLA.

YOU'VE
GOT THE
BEST EYE

IN THE
COMPANY. [

WE'VE GOT TO
BE READY. WHERE
THERE'S A WAR,
THERE'S GOING
TO BE RIFLE
SHOOTING.

FROM THERE WOOPDFILL
TRANSFERRED TO ALASKA

i WHERE HE HUNTED BIG GAME

IN ORPER TO HONE HIS
SKILLS WITH A RIFLE.

e - -
AS WAR IN EUROPE
LOOMEPD,; HE MARRIEP HIS
LONGTIME GIRLFRIEND,
LORENA WILTSHIRE.

...FOR AS
LONG As You
BOTH SHALL




PROMOTEP TO FIRST HE AND THE GOTH
LIEUTENANT, HE ARRIVED INFANTRY REGIMENT
IN FRANCE A5 A MEMBER WOULD TAKE PART

OF THE AMERICAN IN THE GRUELING
EXPEPITIONARY FORCES. MEU%E—QFT_%ONNE
T .

REMEMBER, AND
BOYS., DON'T  FOLLOW MY
BUNCH UP. LEAD WHEN IT
HEATS UP.

=

“ 5
OCTOBER 12,
‘ 1918
—

OUTSIPE OF THE
TOWN OF CUNEL,
WOOPFILL LED
COMPANY M OF THE
THIRD BATTALION
TOWARD THE
GERMAN LINES.

IT SWIFTLY HEATED EVERYONE AND
upP AS MULTIPLE POWN/! T NEED BOMEBOLY
GERMAN MACHINE o TWO MEN TO GIVE ME A

GUNS OPENEP UP
ON THE APVANCING
DOUGHBOYS.

RIFLE!

4

ADVANCE W/74H
ME




WITH HIS TWO N
VOLUNTEERS IN b < WE'RE
TOW, WOODFILL GONNA WORK
MOVED TOWARD Y AROLIND THE HOW
THE MACHINE GUN | £ ; FLANK OF THAT . CAN WE EVEN
R GLIN. ; KNOW WHERE

B Yéu BOVYQ‘ s il F FOLLOWING THE CHATTER OF THE
c 3 - 2w J D
7 &TAY HERE. | . 2y 5~ HIPDEN GUN,; THE LIEUTENANT MOVEDP
LL WHISTLE
IF T NEED
you.

THE GERMAN GUN WENT
SILENT AND ITS CREW
CHARGEP AT WOOPFILL.

HE TOOK OUT THREE WITH
HIS RIFLE BEFORE THEY
COULD CLOSE.

— .
HIS RIFLE EMPTY,
WOOPDFILL USEP IT
AS A CLUB TO WARD
OFF THEIR OFFICER.

A HAND-TO-HAND
STRUGGLE ENPEP WITH
A ROUND FROM
WOOPFILL'S COLT.
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THE COMPANY

THE WAY AHEAD FOR THE \
WAS CLEAR. MOMENT. Ap@végﬁ\ii EmET.HE

AND YET ANOTHER MAXIM
OPENED UP ON THEM.

WITHOUT PALSE,
WOODFILL RUSHED | \\ | , .~
AHEAD OF HI5 MEN, /

TS | W A
7
~g V.

HE KILLED TWO OF THE
GUNNERS, SILENCING
THE MACHINE GUN.




BY THE TIME THE
REST OF HIS UNIT
CAUGHT UP, HE'D
TAKEN THREE
ENEMY PRISONERS.

THE DAY'S
: NOT OVER,
"™\ BOYS. WE KEEP
) MOVING.

THE POUGHBOYS
FELL UNDER
MORE RAKING
FIRE FROM A

CONCEALED GUN.

AND ONCE AGAIN; |A
THEIR COMMANPING
OFFICER TOOK

Ty v

THE LEAD.
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HIS RIFLE EMPTY,
WOOPFILL RESORTEP
AGAIN TO HIS REVOLVER.

°| FIVE ROUNDS,
FIVE ENEMY




TWO ENEMY SOLPIERS
CAME TO AVENGE THEIR
SLAIN COMRADES.

WOOPFILL
SPENT THE
REMAINING
ROUNDPS
FROM HIS
COLT AT

ENOUGH
GAWKING,
MEN. WE
STILL HAVE
BUSINESS.

WHEN THIS
FAILED, THE
LIEUTENANT

GRASPED FOR {

THE NEAREST
AVAILABLE

PURPOSE
TURNED
LETHAL

THAT DAY.
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| | UNDER A HEAVY BARRAGE OF ARTILLERY
FIRE AND CONTINOUS RESISTANCE,
|-| COMPANY M CLEARED THE WAY FOR THE

REGIMENT TO TAKE THE TOWN.




K d 2 .,
; - FEBRUARY 9, 1910, ANLEL WooBEILL
A e HE WOULD SPEND . i WAS AWARDED THE
SHORT WOODFILL'S .
(T o o THE NEXT TEN "L MEDAL OF HONOR BY
, WEEKS IN AN ARMY GENERAL PERSHING.
HOSPITAL. —
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THIS 16 THE
HIGHEST HONOR
AN AMERICAN CAN
RECEIVE FROM HIS

GOVERNMENT.

\ \ 3 RN e . T
WHEN CIVILIAN LIFE HELD |5 % HE NEVER MINDED THAT [
LITTLE APPEAL AFTER THE j J HE HAD TO START OVER [_A
WAR, WOODFILL SIGNED ON RN v Uk 2 N\ AS A SERGEANT. e

FOR ANOTHER HITCH. e
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THE FIRST SOLPIER TO BE INTERREDP SAMUEL WOOPDFILL AMONG
AT THE TOMB OF THE LINKNOWN THEM, PERSONALLY SELECTED
SOLPIER WAS CARRIEP BY EIGHT BY GENERAL PERSHING.
HEROES OF THE GREAT WAR.

THE HOOSIER SHARPSHOOTER AND DPECORATED
SOLPIER ALSO CAME TO REST AT ARLINGTON
AFTER HIS PEATH IN 1951,

SAMUEL
WOODFILL

MEDAL OF HONOR
MAJ
US ARMY
WORLD WAR |
JAN 6 1883
AUG 10 1951
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FITTINGLY; HIS GRAVE LIES NEAR GENERAL
JOHN PERSHING, WHO CALLED WOOPFILL
“THE GREATEST SINGLE HERO IN THE \
AMERICAN FORCES.” X\ . ﬂ“
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