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| 1965, THE LUNITED STATES BRINGS A NEW KIND OF WARFARE TO THE JUNGLES OF
VIETNAM,; WITH TROOPS DROPPED INTO THE WAR ZONE VIA HELICOPTER. IT WAé
{ AN OPERATION THAT COULP NOT HAVE SUCCEEPED WITHOUT AVIATORS LIKE..

| BORN IN OLYMPIA; WASHINGTON, BRUCE
P. CRANDALL AND HIS SIBLINGS WERE
RAISED BY HiS GRANPMOTH

CRANPALL PLAYED
BASEBALL IN HIGH &CHOOL
AND MAPE ALL-AMERICAN.
HE PREAMED OF BEING
PRAFTED BY THE PROS.




HE BECAME A COMMISSIONED OFFICER
TO PILOT FIXEP-WING CRAFT AND HELICOPTERS.

| SURVEYS OF ALASKA AND 5
" | LiBva, AS WELL AS CENTRAL [
| AND 0UTH AMERICA,

i3

TACTICAL AR MOBILITY USED HELICOPTERS
TO LIFT TROOPS INTO BATTLE, GUNSHIPS TO
DESTROY THE ENEMY; AND MEDEVAC TO 5 \
BRING THE WOUNDED OFF THE BATTLEFIELD. | th

L K D ——

HE WAS ASSIGNED TO THE NEW | CRANDALL'S CALL SIGN

229TH AVIATION BATTALION 1 ¥/ WAS ANCIENT SERPENT 6. r THE AGE OF
OF THE ST CAVALRY DIVISION / J AR CAVALRY
CAIRMOBILE). HAD BEGLUN.

p 2 T GUESS
ZEEEEN a  THATS why
THEY CALL You
SNAKE,

AMONG
OTHER
THINGS.




LT. COL. HAL MOORE WoulLp [,
LEAD A BATTALION OF THE THEY ARE IN
7ZTH CAVALRY INTO BATTLE HERE AND THIS

AGAINST THOSE TROOPS. 15 WHERE WE
HAVE BEEN

TASKED TO

FORCES IN THE FIRST
MAJOR CONVENTIONAL
BATTLE OF THE WAR.

15 SIMPLE:
FIND THE
ENEMY
ANP KILL
THEM.

E—

CRANDALL FLEW THE RECON
MISSION TO FIND A =
SUITABLE LANDING ZONE
FOR THE OPERATION.

THAT
LOOKS LIKE
THE ONE.

WE SsHOULD

PaND Bt : THE ATTACK LAUNCHED
|

FROM A SPECIAL FORCES

L AIRCRAT AT | camp AT PLET ME.

A TIME,

7| _CRANDALL'S HUEY LED THE HIS COMPANY OF SIXTEEN HUEYS CARRIED
THIRTY-MINUTE FLIGHT TO
LANDING ZONE X-RAY FOR A GROLND FORCE ONLY BISHTY STRONG. |

THE FIRST OF MANY, MANY - r =
TRIPS THAT DAY THOSE SOLPDIERS WOULD |

BE ON THEIR OWN LNTIL
THE NEXT LIFT ARRIVED.




I THINK
I SEE MOVEMENT
IN THE TREE

HIT EM NOW.!
BUT WEAPONS ON
HOLD WHEN WE
LAND--WE CAN'T
RISk HITTING OUR
MEN ON THE
GROUNG.

EACH HUEY OFFLOADEP
ITE PASSENGERS INSIPE
| OF TEN SECONPS.

P—————s

THE FIRST FOUR

TRIPS TO LZ X-RAY

WENT OFF WITHOUT |g ;
A HITCH.
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4
THE NORTH VIETNAMESE ,
LALNCHED THEIR ASSALLLT,

SECURE

o !
THEE%EUZI;? ; N FOR MOORE'S MEN.

TO GET THEM &
BACK TO 4 \’/// g
BASE.  THE LZ's R

CLOSED FOR
NOW.

THIS 1S

AND I'M - A TWO-SHIP
GOING TO £ OPERATION. IF
NEED A NEW 7 | o ONE OF U5 GOES
/ 74 DOWN, WE NEED TO |
KNOW WHERE IT
HAPPENS.

WHILE MEDICAL EVACUATION WAS
/ NOT THEIR MISSION, CRANDALL ANDP
K FREEMAN BRAVED THE HOT LZ UNTIL
Ll THE WOLINDED WERE LOADED.
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WHEN THE ENEMY PUT
THE NEW BIRD? OUT OF
COMMISSION, CRANPALL'S
ORIGINAL AIRCRAFT WAS
CLEARED FOR FLIGHT.

IT WOULDP ALSO MEAN
MORE TRIPS, MORE
TIME IN THE AIR ABOVE
THE LANPING ZONE.

KEEP [T
COMNG !

YOU THINK
THAT TAPE'S
GONNA KEEP

OUT MORE

B <KEEP TRACK
OF NEW

wil
i
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ARTILLERY FIREBASE FALCON WAS ONLY
FIVE MILES FROM X-RAY. IT WOULP MEAN
A FAR MORE RAPID RE-SUPPLY FOR THE
SURROLUNPED Gls.

BRINGING WATER ANDP
MEPICAL SUPPLIES AS
WELL AS AMMO--

AND EVACUATING THE
SERIOUSLY WOUNPED
FOR TREATMENT.




fll THE RE-SUPPLY BOLSTERED
THE MORALE OF THE
BELEAGUEREP MEN.

AND GAVE THEM THE
MEANS TO HOLD oUT
AGAINST THE
SEVEN-TO-ONE ODDS

¥ N THE HUNPRED-

S@| DEGREE HEAT.
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THEY WERE SUPPORTED |7 z= --REINFORCEMENTS

BY ARTILLE

CRANPALL ANP

| FrREEMAN HAD

BROUGHT OVER

SEVENTY MEN ¢l BY DAY THREE THE ENEMY

TO SAFETY. B WITHPREW FROM X-RAY. THE
FIRET BATTLE FOR THE 1A
PRANG VALLEY WAS OVER.

THROUGHOUT THE DAY ANDP
INTO THE EVENING, MAJOR
CRANDALL MAPE TWENTY-TWO
RUNS TO LZ X-RAY AT RISING
PERSONAL RISK.

--AND A B-52 STRIKE ON
THE M4 STRONGHOLD.
—

CAN I N\
OFFER You

A RIPE,
COLONELZ




CRANDALL FLEW OVER

i 900 MISSIONS IN HIS
TWO PEPLOYMENTS
TO VIETNAM.

AMONG OTHER AWARDS AND CITATIONS,

HE LEFT THE WAR WITH TWO PISTINGUISHED
FLYING CROSSES, A BRONZE STAR, ANP

A PURPLE HEART.

ALMOST THREE PECAPES LATER,
A NEW LAW ALLOWED MEMBERS
OF CONGRESS TO SUBMIT
RECOMMENDATIONS FOR MILITARY
AWARD UPGRAPES.

TAKE MY
NAME OUT OF
THE RUNNING.

WE HAVE TO
KEEP FOCUS ON
FREEMAN.

CRANDALL WORKED WITH
SENATOR JOHN MCCAIN
TO SUCCESSFULLY
RECOGNIZE HIS OLD
WINGMAN WITH THE
MEDAL OF HONOR.

SIX YEARS AFTER

THAT, IN 2007,

BRUCE P. CRANPALL

RECEIVED HIS

NATION'S HIGHEST
O

I AM PROUP
TO BESTOW THIS
MEDAL ON A
PARING PILOT,
A PDEVOTEP
SOLDIER, AND

A

A PROMOTION TO FULL COLONEL
FURTHER RECOGNIZED HiS
COURAGE AND SACRIFICE.

r 7/

SELFLESS
LEADER.

BRUCE CRANPALL HAS ALWAYS HAD THE
ETERNAL THANKS OF THE MEN WHOSE LIVES
HE SAVED THAT DAY IN THE |1A PRANG.
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