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PURING A CHILPHOOPR SPENT
TRAVELING THE WORLD; HE
WOULD PREAM OF ONE AY

BECOMING A GREAT WARRIOR.

THOSE WISHES WOULP BE

REALIZEP OUTSIPE A SMALL

TOWN IN GERMANY IN 1945.
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FOLLOWING A MOVE TO
SHANGHAI, HIS FATHER

ENROLLEP HIM IN A CHINESE
MILITARY ACAPEMY.

IN 1932, A FEW MONTHS
AFTER THEIR INVASION OF

MANCHLIRIA, THE JAPANESE
SENT TROOPS INTO THE
SHANGHAI INTERNATIONAL
SETTLEMENT.

THIS SHARPENER EPWARP'S
LANGUAGE SKILLS AND HIS
PESIRE TO LIVE A LIFE OF

MILITARY SERVICE.

|

THOUGH HE WAS ONLY 15, Hi& FATHER FOUNE HIM
CARTER JR. RAN OFF ANI? | WEEKS LATER AN
VOLUNTEERED FOR SERVICE BROUGHT HIM HOME.
IN THE CHINESE ARMY.

E £ -, s =
CARTER TRAVELELD TO SPAIN TO FIGHT
IN THEIR CIVIL WAR AS PART OF THE

CARTER TRIEP TO JOIN ANOTHER |
CONFLICT WHEN THE ITALIANS ;
ATTACKED ETHIOPIA IN 1935, WE CAN'T N

SEND YOU
THERE. WE'RE
NOT AT WAR.

WHY NOT
TRY THE
MERCHANT
MARINESZ

WITH THE DEFEAT OF THE ANTI-FASCIST
FORCES IN 1939, CARTER RETURNED
TO HIS BIRTHPLACE OF CALIFORNIA.

HE FELL IN LOVE
AND PREPARED TO
START A FAMILY.

YOU'RE
50 BEAUTIFUL,
YOU ECARE THE
PAYLIGHTS ouT
OF ME.




BUT THE PRAW OF A MILITARY CAREER WAS
TOO STRONG A PRAW AND HE ENLISTEDR
IN THE ARMY IN THE FALL OF 1941,

HIS DETERMINATION AND e
i BUT HE
WAS STILL
: : EAGER TO
m I ; GET INTO
(| = THE FIGHT.

HARDP WORK TOOK HIM
TO STAFF SERGEANT.

AFTER THE TRAINING PERIOP; CARTER WAS
ASSIGNER TO PROVISIONAL COMPANY 1,
56TH ARMORELD? INFANTRY BATTALION,
12TH ARMOREP PIVISION.

ouT! OHLTS
THIS AIN'T A
PARTY WE'RE
GOING TO!

T?EE»PITE HIS COMBAT
EXPERIENCE, CARTER WAS
RELEGATED TO THE
COCKS ANP BAKERS OF
A T?ANSPORTATION LINIT.

HI& CHANCE CAME WHEN COMBAT AFRICAN
UNITS PESPERATELY NEEPEDR AMERICANS
REINFORCEMENTS FOLLOWING WERE FINALLY

THE BATTLE OF THE BLULGE. WELCOME--
; ; AS LONG AS

THEY WOULP?
SERVE AS
PRIVATES.

LOOKS
LIKE WE MaY
HAVE OLIR
FIRST SQUAP
LEAPER,




: . o
IN MARCH OF 1945, THE ALLIES HAP
A FOOTHOLP IN GERMANY, GENERAL
GEORGE PATTON'S THIRP ARMY WAS

PUSHING TO CROSS THE RIVER RHINE.

AS AMERICAN AND BRITISH
FORCES WERE PISCOVERING,
THE GERMAN ARMY WAS
STILL AS DPANGEROUS IN
RETREAT AS ON THE ATTACK.

UNDER HEAVY SMALL ARMS
FIRE, CARTER GATHERED
Hi& MEN LINPER COVER.

CARTER'S COMPANY JOINEP
AN ATTACK ON THE CITY OF
SPEYER IN ORPER TO SECLRE
ITS STILL INTACT BRIPGE.

THE TANK THAT CARTER'S SQUADP
WAS USING AS TRANSPORT WAS N —
CRIPPLEDR BY A ROCKET FROM | THEY HAPR PRIVEN
A PANZERSCHRECK, INTO A TRAP.

WELL, WE &

DAMN SURE

CAN'T 5TAY
HERE.

— f

CARTER VOLLUNTEEREPD [/
TO LEAD A PATROL |/
TOWARE ENEMY FIRE.



CARTER LED THE MEN TOWARD THE
FORTIFIED WAREHOUSE BUILDING.

" ON_E OF THEM " . 4 R R R R T
PIEP INSTANTLY. THE REMAINING TWO |
, TO WITHZRAW.
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'ON OPEN GROLND, CARTER

WAS AN EASY TARGET FOR
THE MACHINE GLINNERS.

“BLEEDING AND IN PAN,
STILL CARTER MOVEP ON
TOWARD His OBJECTIVE.

HE TOOK THREE
ROUNDPS IN THE ARM .

BUT KEPT RUNNING,

. =
| | enoueH To HEAR THE

GERMANS INSIPE.




HE LAY STILL,
WATCHING ANP?
LISTENING.

OOK THE

MAIN

HE T ING TWO PRISONER
AND ESCORTED THEM BACK TO HIS

MEN WAITING ALONG THE ROAP.

THE GERMANS EMERGEDR FROM
THEIR REFUGE, INTENT ON TAKING
THE AMERICAN SOLPIER PRISONER.

YOU NEED?
BLOOP ANP
MORE CARE

THAN WE CAN

GIVE You

HERE.

you
CAN TAKE ME
TO THE REAR
AFTER I GET
MORE FROM THE
PRISONERS.

OFFEREP BY THE

CAPTIVES HELPEP

CLEAR THE ROAP
TO SPEYER.




CARTER LEFT THE
HOSPITAL EARLY
TO GET BACK TO
HIS UNIT. HE WAS

AWARPEDP THE

PISTINGUISHEDP

SERVICE CROSS
FOR HIS ACTIONS
IN SPEYER.

i

IN 1949, CARTER WAS SHOCKEDP WHEN

HE WAS TOLP HE COULEP NOT RE-ENLIST.

HE NEVER LEARNELP? THE REASON.

AFTER THE WAR, CARTER
WAS PROMOTER TO SERGEANT
FIRST CLASS. HE WAS
HANP-PICKER TO TRAIN AN
AFRICAN AMERICAN ENGINEER
UNIT IN THE NATIONAL GUARP.

SOMEONE REPORTED
THAT CARTER COULDP
HAVE BEEN EXPOSED

TO COMMLINISM IN IlHL -

YEARS EARLIER, [ (

CHINA AND SPAN. A
SECRET INVESTIGATION
FOUND NOTHING AND
RECOMMENDED THE | |

CASE BE CLOSED.  |(dll’

|
\& BUT, GIVEN THE ERA,
THE PAMAGE WAS PONE.
CARTER FOUGHT THE
PECISION FOR YEARS
ANDP PIEP HEARTEROKEN
AT AGE 46.

EPWARD CARTER JR. WAS
RECOGNIZEP WITH THE MEDAL OF
HONOR IN 1997, ALONG WITH SIX
FELLOW SOLPIERS. THEY REMAIN

THE ONLY AFRICAN AMERICAN
RECIPIENTS FROM WORLDP WAR II.

THEY
WERE [PENIEP?
THEIR NATION'S
HIGHEST HONCR;
BUT THEIR PEEPS
COULP NOT BE
PENIED.

IN A FINAL MOMENT OF
JUSTICE; THE ARMY
OFFICIALLY CORRECTER
CARTER'S RECCORDPS.

WE MUST
ACKNOWLEDPGE
THE MISTAKE,
APOLOGIZE TO
HIS FAMILY; AN
CONTINUE TO
HONOR THE
MEMORY OF
THIS GREAT
SOLL/IER.

THE
END
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