Interoperability-The Glue of Coali
tion Warfare
"Interoperability" has been a term
known in the U.S. Army certainly
since the Korean War when it was ap
plied to activities of a dozen national
contingents which were shaped, co
ordinated and directed to the objec
tives of that conflict. World War II
demanded that the forces of many na
tions operate cooperatively, and that
those of one nation be willing and
able to fight under a commander of
another.
The need
NATO

is

for interoperability

obvious-16

in

nations,

15

with military forces, pledged to the
proposition that an attack on one is
an attack on all, must believe that
their forces can operate collectively,
effectively.

They

must believe

that

their military leaders have developed
the policies, engaged in the training
and accomplished the preparations es
sential to assure such a capability.
Unfortunately, the 16 nations can
not be assured that such a belief is
well-founded. True, NATO has in be
ing a command and control structure
ready to go to war. It is also true that
units and organizations of the NATO
allies are comfortable operating to
gether. But the military leaders find
themselves

unable

to

complete

the

job.
The critical elements of interoper
ability, aside from human willingness,
are communications linkage and stan
dardization of material means. While
most of NATO's military activities are
conducted in English, the communi
cations

problem-adequate

liaison

and netted communications systems
remains unsolved. The lack of equip
ment standardization complicates se
verely the problems of the logistics
system.
adopting

We

have

made

strides

common ammunition

in
and

fuels, but cannot begin to provide re
pair parts, tools and facilities required
to keep the wide variety of equipment
in operation in combat.
The Roth-Glenn-Nunn Amendment
to the Defense Authorization Act of
1983 provides an opportunity to at
tack the remaining problems of inter
operability.

The consensus of Con

gress, expressed in the amendment,
promises

an

understanding

of

the

compromises necessary for progress
in standardization and support for the
resources required for true interoper
ability in NATO.
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