
 

 AUSA Sunshine Chapter Newsletter – Summer 2025 (Jul - Sep)  

Things are busy, moving along for the sake of the US Army. You need to 

know and get involved. Here is some news and more upcoming events! 

----------- 

The Chapter President wants You to Know: 
 
The chapter President, COL Kevin A. Vizzarri, USA (Ret) wants us to always recap 
for our membership that our mission is to: 
 
•   Educate those we serve with programs, products, resources, and events, 
•   Inform our members, Congress and the American public about issues affecting 
America’s Army, and 
•   Connect America’s Total Army, its industry partners, like-minded associations, 
and other supporters. 
 
He also sends this direct message to you. 
 
“What a celebration of the Army’s 250th Birthday it was. Dr Phillips and the band 
“Spazmatics” did not disappoint. The East River ROTC color guard was as good as 
any active duty one, especially the one that cancelled on us at the last minute. 
The 14-year-old national anthem singer was absolutely, literally, perfect. “It was 
the best AUSA Army Ball and I’ve been to all of them” said longtime supporter LTC 
(ret) Pete Marion.  
 
Allegedly, the Steinmetz Hall is acoustically perfect and is touted as such in the 
Guinness Book of Records, so the Dr Phillips staff says. The band kept many there 
until the end when the staff ended up asking the crowd to leave.  
 



Congrats to Dr Blake for winning the Denton Award and to Cubic for winning the 
Halloran award.  
 
Special thanks to the Ball chairs Emily Pontiff and Debbie Dawson, opening prayer 
Clay Edwards, Fallen Comrade table reader Rob Fortenberry, and awards 
presenter De Vorhees.  
 
We plan on seeing everyone again for the 251st on 20 June 2026 back at the 
Rosen Centre!”  
 
Kevin 

----------- 

Things Happening Inside the Chapter: 
 

Monthly Pre-PALT Socials – 
 
Many visitors to PEO STRI have been enjoying mixing at our pre-PALT networking 

Social at 1730 hours every second Monday of the month. Last year, Island Wings 

closed their doors, as well as their patio. We will now 

continue to hold the Socials at the University 

Boulevard Buffalo Wild Wings.  We encourage our 

corporate members to sponsor these gatherings. As 

SOP, there are no local Socials for 3 

months: June (because of the Army 

Ball), October (because of AUSA 

national conference) and December 

(holidays). If PEO STRI does not have a 

PALT scheduled for some reason (such 

as this November), there may not be a 

Social. However, we may want to get together anyway, so check in with us. 

11400 University Blvd., Orlando, FL 32817-2109, (407) 930-4070    

Sponsors – 12 August, CUBIC; 8 September, CymStar Mass Virtual 

----------- 

tel:(407)%20930-4070
tel:(407)%20930-4070


Reverse Industry Day –  
 
Tuesday, 8 July, our AUSA chapter sponsored a Reverse industry day for ACC 
Orlando. The panelists were all set and your EXCOM was allowed in the back row. 
It worked well and you should look for repeat events. 
 

----------- 

According to AUSA National’s information, you can visit the website at 
https://www.ausa.org/2025-annual-meeting-news to access the latest chapter 
information about this year’s annual meeting. Find this page in the chapter leader 
portal (CLP) after you login and visit “My Chapter.” Under the LEADER LINKS box 
at the right of the page, click on “2025 Annual Meeting - Chapter Information”. 
Registration and chapter ticket sales can be had on-line for the 14 October 
Chapter Social and the 13 to 15 October meeting in Washington, DC this year. 

The Chapter will again participate in multiple local county, city, and town 
Veterans’ Day events this year. The ExCom members will be seriously involved, 
but they are not the Chapter in its entirety. You are. Join in and celebrate with 
your neighbors. 
 
The chapter is always appreciative of our community partners. Your membership 
and sponsorship of our events enable us to fulfill our mission. If you would like to 
sponsor, volunteer, or host any of our events, please contact me anytime. If you 
have a favorite speaker that you would like us to invite, please take a look at the 
AUSA Speakers’ Bureau on the website. It provides our Chapters, our Premium 
Members, and our Community and National Partners with access to a group of 
men and women with diverse backgrounds in military history, ongoing national 
security concerns and anything in between. The Bureau operates to arrange 
speakers for chapters and other AUSA stakeholders who need conference 
facilitators or keynote speakers. We would love to have your input. We cannot do 
it without you. 
 
You can reach out directly to Kevin at President.Sunshine@ausa.org. 
 

-----------  
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General Membership Meeting -  

 

 

----------- 

Save the Date - The 251st Army Birthday Ball,  
Saturday, 20 June 2026, at the Rosen Center.  
 

----------- 

Golf - 

Look at our website for updates on the SPC 
BRENDEN N. SALAZAR MEMORIAL GOLF 
TOURNAMENT. Robert Biggers has it all in 
hand and has been talking with a Pro to 
oversee our “long drive” for this year.  
SPC Salazar grew up in Chuluota, FL as a 
proud “military brat,” was a dedicated son 



and brother, and a decorated Army Infantryman who made the 
ultimate sacrifice in Afghanistan in 2012. This tournament honors his 
memory and aids in our mission of supporting the future leaders of our 
community by funding our scholarship programs. This year it is on 8 
September, at the Eagle Creek Golf Club, 10350 Emerson Lake Blvd, 
Orlando, FL 32832.  Seeking sponsors! 
https://charitygolftoday.com/ausaorgchapters 

----------- 

Scholarships - 
As a reminder, Awards and Scholarship applications will be due in 
March of next year. Deb Dawson will be leading our Scholarship 
Program in the 2026 Operational year. She will be in touch. Keep on the 
look-out! We really hope to have more scholarships this year, with a 
higher value. https://www.ausa.org/sunshine-chapter/blog/sunshine-
chapter-2026-educational-scholarship-program 

----------- 

Membership -                              

Active Life Members 201      Individual Members 463 
Association Members 7,385            Community Partners 98 

Total Members 8,490 
 

Do not forget, if you are not a Life Member, your membership expires 

someday. Keep checking to keep up to date. 

----------- 

https://www.facebook.com/AUSASunshine/ 

https://www.linkedin.com/company/ausa-sunshine-chapter-official 

https://www.ausa.org/chapters/sunshine-chapter 

President.Sunshine@ausa.org      
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