
 

 AUSA Sunshine Chapter Newsletter – Fall 2025 (Oct -Dec)  

Things are busy, moving along for the sake of the US Army. You need to 

know and get involved. Here is some news and more upcoming events! 

-----------   

The Chapter President wants You to Know: 
 
Merry Christmas and Happy New year for 2026. This Fall was busy with 

our 3rd annual SPC Salazar memorial Golf Tournament, the DC social at 

the AUSA National convention in October, Social sponsored by Parsons 

in November and the Flamingo Party on the infamous 7 December.  

We donated Thanksgiving baskets to the Florida National Guard with 

the help of Dylan Morelle, VP of Operations. We’ve attended events 

with UCF Military and Veterans Student Success with others planned in 

the future.  

Times have been challenging with the government shutdown and the 

stress put on our government members who were furloughed. I am 

happy to say as I type this, the shutdown is over for now and now the 

next challenge is learning the new STRI transformation results. They 

have made public on their website the town hall meeting from BG 

Beeler and the slides are downloadable. Tremendous transparency! 

Great job Orlando Army team! Lastley, IITSEC was 1-4 Dec. I enjoy 

seeing everyone there.  

 



2026 is business as normal with pre-PALT socials on Monday, the night 

before each PALT. That is the plan and we will adjust the plan if PALTs 

should change.  

Army Ball is 20 Jun 2026 at the Rosen Centre with the band set to rock 

the house 90’s style.  We are still working on the theme but expect 

Stetsons to be part of it. Air Cav! It is also an election year so look for 

those ballots in the spring with the official announcement at the ball.  

I wish my exec VP all the best in her campaign so let me be the first to 

say, Vote Emily in 2026! 

Kevin 

----------- 

Things Happening Inside the Chapter: 

 Monthly Pre-PALT Socials – 
 
Many visitors to PEO STRI have been enjoying mixing at our pre-PALT networking 

Social at 1730 hours every second Monday of the month. Last year, Island Wings 

closed their doors, as well as their patio. We will now 

continue to hold the Socials at the University 

Boulevard Buffalo Wild Wings.  We encourage our 

corporate members to sponsor these gatherings. As 

SOP, there are no local Socials for 3 

months: June (because of the Army 

Ball), October (because of AUSA 

national conference) and December 

(holidays). If PEO STRI does not have a 

PALT scheduled for some reason (such 

as this November), there may not be a 

Social. However, we may want to get together anyway, so check in with us. 

11400 University Blvd., Orlando, FL 32817-2109, (407) 930-4070    



We even kept going to “Feed the Furloughed” during the 2025 Government 

shutdown. This is an inspiring event. Come join us. 

----------- 
 
Veterans Day -   
 
On 11 November, at 

1100 hours, Colonel 

(ret) De Voorhees, Past 

Chapter President and 

Chairman of the Board 

of Directors, was the 

guest speaker at the 

Mayflower Towers 

Veterans Day and 

Vietnam War 

Commemoration Day 

event in Winter Park. 

The Vietnam 

Unforgettable 

Memories Foundation presented 56 Vietnam Era Service members with 

their Vietnam War Era Lapel pins and proclamation certificates. 

The oldest and most senior member to receive a lapel pin was U.S. Army Major 

General (MG) John C. Raaen, Jr., (retired), 103 years of age.  MG Raaen, a 1943 

graduate of West Point, was a Ranger Company Commander in the 5th Battalion, 

2nd Ranger Regiment who landed on Omaha Beach at Normandy on D-Day, June 

6, 1944. MG Raaen continued to serve for 36 years in both the Korean and 

Vietnam Wars. 

The picture shows Colonel Voorhees (left) and MG Raaen with the knitted scarves 

they received from the Vietnam Unforgettable Memories Foundation with the 

colors of the former South Vietnam flag. 

----------- 

 



Annual National AUSA Meeting -  
 

The 2025 AUSA Annual Meeting has 

now joined all previous years as a 

prominent note in the history 

books! Back and forth it went, with 

Government shutdowns, but we are 

again thrilled to report that is went 

off well. We once again had great 

attendance this year.  More than 

40,000 people, including key leaders from around the world, attended this year's 

historic event. Of note, this year's event included over 750 exhibitors, attendees 

from 90+ countries, and (64) confirmed delegations. 

Secretary of the Army Dan Driscoll told the audience that the Army faces an 

“Inflection Point”, telling the Army to shed its old ways built on decades-old 

technologies and to become more agile and lethal with new procurement 

methods. He pointed out that the war in Ukraine has displayed leaps and bounds 

in drone technology and that our Soldiers need to be operating with at least the 

technology that they all know and use in everyday their lives from their civilian 

and commercial games. The Secretary provided many examples of partnerships, 

reduced costs, faster turn-around, and more efficient procurement, providing 

greater lethality. 3-D printing of replacements parts and Artificial Intelligence 

were prominent among these. 

The Army also recognized National Partners at the Meeting. “The National Partner 

Program is critical to the success of AUSA,” said retired Brig. Gen. Jack Haley, 

AUSA’s vice president for Membership and Meetings. “We simply could not 

accomplish our mission to educate, inform and connect America with the Army 

without the support of our National Partners.” The five categories of awards are 

1) Best in Show, 2) “Best New Product/Service”, 3) Top Participation (Non-

Exhibitor), 4) “Rising Start”, and 5) “Top National Partner Feature”. This year 

brought a few special awards for “Most Likely to Update its Company Roster”, 

“Longest Serving Community Partner”, and “Superstar Speaker”.  

https://info.ausa.org/e/784783/2024-annual-meeting-news/5frq3j/2290798596/h/H83-OrDMwdV5aJhxsMkBl7mBy3vGC14eDOBGLmDflZY


The 2026 event is currently scheduled for 12-14 October. Keep checking to verify 

the dates. 

Don't miss additional coverage from this year's Annual Meeting in AUSA Extra and 

key interviews in our special October issue, The Green Book HERE. 

----------- 

Scholarships -  
 
As a reminder, Awards and Scholarship applications will be due in 
March of next year. Deb Dawson will be leading our Scholarship 
Program in the 2026 Operational year, with Andy Rivera assisting. She 
will be in touch. Keep on the look-out! We really hope to have more 
scholarships this year, with a higher value. 
https://www.ausa.org/sunshine-chapter/blog/sunshine-chapter-2026-
educational-scholarship-program 
 

-----------   

Our standard “knowns” 
 

January 12, 2026 – Social @ Buffalo Wild Wings 

February 16, 2026 – Social @ Buffalo Wild Wings 

March 9, 2026 – Social @ Buffalo Wild Wings 

April 13, 2026 – Social @ Buffalo Wild Wings 

May 11, 2026 – Social @ Buffalo Wild Wings 

June 20, 2026 – Army Birthday Ball  

July 13, 2026 – Social @ Buffalo Wild Wings  

August 10, 2026 – Social @ Buffalo Wild Wings 

September 7, 2026 – Social @ Buffalo Wild Wings 

https://info.ausa.org/e/784783/army-magazine-2024-green-book/5frq2q/2290798596/h/H83-OrDMwdV5aJhxsMkBl7mBy3vGC14eDOBGLmDflZY
https://www.ausa.org/sunshine-chapter/blog/sunshine-chapter-2026-educational-scholarship-program
https://www.ausa.org/sunshine-chapter/blog/sunshine-chapter-2026-educational-scholarship-program


September 2026 – Golf tournament – more info to be provided closer 

to the event  

October 13-15, 2026 – annual conference  

November 3, 2026 – Social @ Buffalo Wild Wings 

30 November to 3 December - I/ITSEC 2026  

----------- 

Industry Day Warning Order-  

The Sunshine Chapter will be sponsoring a visit from the Deputy 

Commanding General of Transformation and Training 

Command (T2Com), as the combined legacy TRADOC and 

Futures Commands is now called. LTG Francis wants to come to 

Orlando to talk with industry leaders.  The “Save The Date” 

time is Wednesday, 11 March 2026, 1000-1600 hours, with the 

place TBD…. We are hoping to get the Tech Grove. 

----------- 

Save the Date - The 251st Army Birthday Ball, 
Saturday, 20 June 2026, Rosen Center.  

 

https://www.ausasunshinearmyball.com/ 

----------- 

The chapter is always appreciative of our community partners. Your membership 

and sponsorship of our events enable us to fulfill our mission. If you would like to 

sponsor, volunteer, or host any of our events, please contact me anytime. We 

cannot do it without you. 

 



https://www.facebook.com/AUSASunshine/ 

https://www.linkedin.com/company/ausa-sunshine-chapter-official 

https://www.ausa.org/chapters/sunshine-chapter 
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