
 
 

November 18, 2025 

 

The Honorable Roger Wicker  

Chairman 

Armed Services Committee 

United States Senate  

Washington, DC 20510 

 

The Honorable Jack Reed 

Ranking Member 

Armed Services Committee 

United States Senate 

Washington, DC 20510 

 

The Honorable Mike Rogers 

Chairman 

Armed Services Committee 

United States House of Representatives 

Washington, DC 20515 

 

The Honorable Adam Smith  

Ranking Member 

Armed Services Committee 

United States House of Representatives 

Washington, DC 20515 

 
Dear Chairman Wicker, Ranking Member Reed, Chairman Rogers, and Ranking Member Smith:  

 

The Association of the United States Army (AUSA) is grateful for your leadership in the House and 

Senate Armed Services Committees.  As you continue to work on the Fiscal Year (FY) 2026 National 

Defense Authorization Act (NDAA), we offer a few recommendations for your consideration and ask that 

you pass this critical legislation as quickly as possible.  

 

The Army is vital to national security with ongoing conflicts across the globe demonstrating that 

landpower is essential, and the land domain is decisive.  As such, we believe it is critical for the Total 

Army to have the resources needed to deter any adversary, and to “Fight and Win” when necessary.  Thus, 

we request that you authorize funding – at least at the level included in the Senate passed bill.  Additional 

resources should support Army priorities, enable continuous transformation, enhance Army infrastructure, 

and improve both the organic and defense industrial base – in a word – warfighting.  

 

As our nation faces numerous challenges posed by an increasingly aggressive China, and advances made 

by North Korea, in particular; the Army retains the capacity to provide ground-based deterrent capabilities 

– particularly through positional advantage and long-range precision fires.  The Army is critical to 

facilitate and sustain joint operations, train allies and partners, and help maintain stability in the region.  

As such, we support the extension of the Pacific Deterrence Initiative House Section 1311 and Senate 

Section 1231.  It is clear, the Army must be properly resourced to meet its mission in the Indo-Pacific and 

around the globe. 

 

As these and other threats to our nation grow, the need for continuous transformation and improved 

readiness is apparent.  AUSA requests your continued support for the Army’s transformation priorities and 

support for the Army’s training and sustaining priorities – this includes a strong and expandable organic 

industrial base. The Army’s transformation priorities include the Network/secure command and control, 

long-range precision fires, and air and missile defense, which have proven to be indispensable capabilities 

for successful ground combat in Europe and the Middle East. The inclusion of significant acquisition 

reform in both the House and Senate versions of the NDAA and sustained focus on that issue is very 

important to the Army and the joint force.  Multiyear procurement authorities provide planning and 

budget stability, along with cost-savings for the Army and the industrial base.  We also encourage flexible 



funding authorities along with right to repair as appropriate and equitable between the Armed Forces and 

industry.  Further, we support workforce development improvements.  

 

AUSA appreciates your commitment to our Soldiers, Army families, Army civilians, and Soldiers for 

Life.  As you know, providing appropriate compensation is an important incentive for recruitment and 

retention. The inclusion of at least a 3.8 percent pay increase for Soldiers, as included in both the Senate 

and House bills, is very important. Similarly, we support provisions that enhance recruitment efforts such 

as Senate Sections 584 and 5611 and House Sections 531 and 611. AUSA also supports efforts to increase 

and improve educational opportunities through the Junior Reserve Officers’ Training Corps (JROTC) 

such as Senate Sections 572 and 573.  

 

We support provisions to enhance the quality of life for Soldiers and their families such as improvements 

to housing, healthcare, and we appreciate the inclusion of measures to improve transition assistance and 

military spouse employment such as House Section 564 and childcare including House Section 574. We 

want to ensure there are sufficient TRICARE providers to guarantee beneficiaries receive the best care 

possible in a convenient and timely fashion.  We support House Section 701 which would provide access 

on the TRICARE Dental Program for certain members of the Reserve. Further, we appreciate your 

dedication to combatting death by suicide and improving access and awareness of behavioral healthcare 

and encourage you to include House Section 759. Authorization of robust funding for Impact Aid to assist 

schools and families will help ensure that military children receive an excellent education at off-

installation schools.  AUSA supports inclusion of H.R. 2102/S. 1032, the Major Richard Star Act – a 

long-held AUSA priority – to ensure eligible Soldiers for Life receive full compensation. We also 

commend your focus on eradicating sexual assault and harassment. These are top Army “People First” 

priorities, and we support continued attention and efforts along with additional resources.  

 

As you know, the Army is indispensable to national security.  Once again, we urge you to swiftly pass the 

NDAA and authorize resources and flexibilities that reflect the urgency and demonstrated need that our 

national security challenges require.  

 

Thank you for your continued service to our nation and support for the Total Army.  

 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

 

      Robert B. Brown 

      General, U.S. Army Retired 

      President and CEO 

 


