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THE 369TH INFANTRY STARTED AS A
NATIONAL GUARD UNIT MOSTLY MAPE UP
1| OF AFRICAN AMERICANS FROM NEW YORK
['| STATE. THEY EARNED A REPLTATION AS
THE HARLEM HELLFIGHTERS ANP ONE OF
THE MOST FAMOUS OF THEM ALL WAS...

e PR : . — Pp—
BORN WILLIAM HENRY .‘ HE WOULD EVENTUALLY J g AND, IN THE SUMMER CF 1917, )

JOHNSON IN NCRTH ¥ Becowme A Repcar | | JOHNSON ENLISTED TO FIGHT FOR [&=
C%Rogm;o;ihﬁu E-I'léfé\"ﬁg ” PORTEgNA; jL%?JNV’s DAL HIS COUNTRY AGAINST THE KAISER. §F -]
ToN - UNION STATION. 5

WORKED LONG HOURS i 3\ e \\ p; _]

SHOVELING COAL. ) . )% ‘ﬂ .
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THE NEW YORK REGIMENT WAS B
OMNE OF THE FEW ALL-BLACK [} =
COMBAT LINITS. " -

-
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SENT THEM OVERSEAS TO
j SUPPORT THE FRENCH
ARMY IN THE GREAT WAR.

AND SO, JOHNSCON AND HIS
COMRALPES IN THE 369TH WERE
ORPERELR INTO ACTION IN THE
FRENCH SECTOR OF THE TRENCHES E
IN THE ARGONNE REGION.

NOW AT THE FRONT : PVT. JOHNSON AND PVT. NEADOM W THEY REPORTEP TO
LINES OF THE BLOCPY - ROBERTS MAPE THEIR WAY 'y A FORWARD STRONG
STALEMATE, THE NEW EBE== THROUGH THE PYING LIGHT TO POINT WITH NOTHING
YORKERS WERE GIVEN = N BETWEEN THEM ANDP
THEIR CRPERS. ’ - 4 THE GERMAN ARMED

= T = P ™ ] FORCES BUT THE

= L2 ’ \ ] EMPTINESS OF NO

MAN'S LAND,

¥

ROBERTS!
YOU'RE ON
NIGHT
_SENTRY!
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THE TWO MEN TOOK THEIR PLACES
AT EITHER ENP OF THE ENTRENCHEP
POSITION FOR WHAT THEY THOLGHT

ALL You DO WOLLD BE A LONG, QUIET NIGHT.

1& S7T4y ANAKE

AND KEEP YOUR

EYES AND EARS
OPEN.

NO ONE 15 |
GONNA GET &
BY &5, A

IT WAS TO BE ANV THING . --TOWARD WHAT THEY THOUGHT
BUT AS A 5QUAD OF - WOLULD BE A WEAKA POINT IN
GERMAN TRENCH RAIPERS fo) THE ALLIEP LINE.
MADPE THEIR WAY >
THRCOUGH THE WIRE--

— (e
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ROBERTS WAS THE FIRST TO N HE MOVEDP SWIFTLY TO
HEAR WHAT HE THOUGHT \ ALERT HI& COMRADPE.
SOLNDPEP LIKE WIRE BEING CUT. _' o
o - <™ P <

P et

- (€

TLL USE N 2
THE FLARE

B GLN SO WE
CAN S&£&/




THE SUDDEN —_—
LIEHT REVEALED
THE GERMANS, VETERANS
WHAT THEY MOST OF FOUR YEARS OF WAR,
ATTACKED WITH FLRY.

FEARED.

ROBERTS COULDP NCT STAND

FLYING SHRAPNEL *
THREW BOTH \ _
N BUT RETRIEVED A BAG OF

HAND GRENAPES.

DOLGHBOYE TO THE :
GROUIND WITH
SERIOUS WOLINDS, .
: / R, ; & JOHNSON
\ : PICKED UP
- HIS RIFLE.

THE GERMANS
STORMED INTO
THE PEFENSES
INTENT ON
KILLING OR
CAPTURING
AS MANY
AMERICANS
AS POSSIBLE.




JOHNSON sTOOP P THE GERMANS PRESSED ON,
HIS GROUND ANP? — CONFIPENT THAT THE AMERICAN.’:
EMPTIEP HIS RIFLE. " WOL]L.P FOLP COR PIE

= ‘—m-?‘
HE BLUNTEP THE / BUT TWO GERMANS ATTEMPTEP TO = |
ATTACK W[TH SHEER TAKE NEAPCOM ROBERTS PRISONER. =

| ERUTE FORCE.
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ARMED ONLY WITH HIS BOLO
KNIFE; HE PREVENTED THE

CAPTURE OF HIS FRIEND.
ld ONE OF THE GERMANS HE
e [ STRUCK WAS ONLY STUNNED. | = N
; — !' — ‘J NEAPOMZ i
S

AT L

SURFPRISED BY

THE ENEMY'S =
RISING, JOHNSON

WAS SHOT AT

CLOSE RANGE.

HIMSELF AT
THE TRENCH
| RADPER--

N -

THE MOMENTUM OF THEIR § j
¥ ATTACK BROKEN ANP? f
AN 1 YANKEE REINFORCEMENTS |2k
STean CECINNING TO ARRIVE,
; THE GERMANS FLED.
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= BuT JoHiNSON DD PRI
@ NOT BELIEVE KIS
4 WORK TO BE PONE.

==

RELIEF ARRIVED,
. ASTONISHEDP TO FINDP
\h ANYONE IN THE {
. REPOUBT ALIVE. 7
S -
)

A He wouLp TEACH ]
Ml THE RADERS THE [
§ PRICE TO BE PAID |
FOR ANGERING
THE 3G9TH.

WiTHOblTTLSE EXPECT,:TIO?'IGLHEY e IF JOHL-I‘:?ON gECE!\é.EAPQWOUNPS i -

g WOLLP SURVIVE THE NIGHT, o = THAT WOULDP? USE HIM

N wH&sggEﬁigoﬂggggEi F‘_:\I'ERE ;3. LA M <LIFFERING HIS ENTIRE LIFE. 1 '
4 e 1© % o mme— | L L

BUT HE ASKED TO S74y
WITH THE REGIMENT,

==\ W
' F WORRY, SIR.
T'VE HAP
WCRSE.,




THE NEWS OF JOHNSCON'S
|| VALOR REACHED REAPERS THE HELLFIGHTERS
EAGER FOR WAR NEWS. . RETURNEDP HOME WITH
A PARAPE UP FIFTH
AVENLE YIEWEP BY
THRONGS WHO LINEP

CROWDPS WERE EVEN .
HEAVIER IN HARLEM WHERE
HENRY JOHNSCON, NOW A
SERGEANT, WAS HONORED
MOST OF ALL.

JCHNSON WAS ONE OF
THE FIRST AMERICANS
AWARDPEL THE CROIX DE
GUERRE AVEC PALME BY
THE FRENCH FOR HIS
VALIANT ACTIONS.

HE TOUREDP THE COUNTRY
SPEAKING TO AUDIENCES T e
THE DEBILITATING EFFECT HEART AS WELL AS A
1Ll | =

HIS MANY WOLNDS PISTINGUISHEDR SERVICE CROSS.
CALSEDP HM TO RETIRE. A o 5 .
AND, IN 2015, HE WAS
RECOGNIZED WITH HIS
NATION'S HIGHEST
HONOR FOR VALOR.

THE
END,




For information on the AUSA Book Program and to
download a copy of Medal of Honor: Henry Johnson,
visit www.ausa.org/moh.
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