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Educate – Connect – Inform  

The Arkansas Chapter was proud to be a co-sponsor of the 
official Arkansas National Guard observance on December 
13th of the 383rd birthday of the Army National Guard. Like 
the Army Reserve and Regular Army, all components have a 
citizen-soldier heritage – they all trace back to the colonial 
militias that protected citizens and communities long before 
there even was a United States of America – but the National 
Guard has formally adopted the “First Muster” of the 
Massachusetts Bay Colony militia as its official “birthday” 
 

COL(R) Harold Tucker mans the AUSA display table, 

answers Soldiers’ questions, and signs-in AUSA 

members during the General Membership Meeting 

held at the National Guard Birthday event. 

Arkansas National Guard Adjutant 

General, MG Kendall Penn, Addresses 

the Troops during the National Guard 

Birthday celebration at Camp 

Robinson 

– December 13, 1686. The Arkansas Army 

National Guard is the largest serving contingent 

of the Army Community in Arkansas and so this 

noteworthy event was also a General 

Membership meeting for the Arkansas Chapter of 

AUSA. Chapter President Tucker spoke to 

members, networked with AR-ARNG leadership, 

and reminded members of both the Warrant 

Officers Association and the Enlisted Association 

of the Arkansas National Guard that they are also 

associate members of the Arkansas Chapter.  
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meeting to commemorate the Chapter’s 
40th Birthday, Chapter President 

Other Chapter News 

• Mass Enlistment Swearing In – On 10 
December 2019, multiple Army Recruiting 
Companies across Arkansas brought their 
latest Army recruits to the Arkansas Capitol 
for a mass swearing-in event where LTC 
Garcia the Oklahoma City Recruiting 
Battalion commander administered the 
Oath of Office to the group. Of the 62 future 
Soldiers sworn in, 18 are joining US Army 
Reserve units across Arkansas. 

Arkansas Lieutenant Governor and Army 
Reserve Colonel Tim Griffin was the guest 
speaker who addressed the recruits and a 
room full of their family members and friends. 
 
Other distinguished guests included Arkansas 
18th District Senator Missy Thomas Irvin, 
Arkansas AUSA Chapter President Harold 
Tucker, and Army Reserve Ambassadors, 
COL(R) Tom Anderson and COL(R) DeWitt. 
Both are also AUSA Life Members. 

LTC Garcia, Recruiting Battalion Commander 

Speaks to Enlistees and Families Prior to 

Administering the Oath of Enlistment 

Distinguished AUSA and ROA Leadership in Attendance 

From Left, COL(R) Harold Tucker, AUSA Chapter 

President, COL(R) Terry DeWitt, ROA Ambassador and 

AUSA Life Member, COL and LtGov Tim Griffin and 

AUSA Life Member, COL(R) Tom Anderson, ROA 

Ambassador and AUSA Life Member, LTC(R) David 

Cooper, Arkansas AUSA State President 



 

3 
 

       

• Arkansas Military Hall of Fame 
Inductions – On 2 November, Chapter 
President Harold Tucker represented AUSA 
at the Arkansas Military Hall of Fame 
induction ceremony held at the Embassy 
Suites Hotel Little Rock. Each individual 
awardee’s story of bravery, commitment to 
comrades, and dedication to their units were 
very moving.  
 
More on the individual inductees is available 
at https://amvhof.org 

Chapter President and Mrs Tucker with Senator John 

Boozman at the Military Hall of Fame Induction 

• State Veterans Day Event 

– On Veterans Day, Chapter 

President Harold Tucker 

attended the state Veterans 

Day ceremony at the 

MacArthur Museum. 

Numerous dignitaries spoke 

including, AR Secretary for 

Vet Affairs, Nate Todd, 

General Wesley Clark, 

Senator Cotton, and 

Congressman Hill.  Chapter 

President Tucker spoke with 

each dignitary and fellow 

veterans including COL Ret. 

Anita Deason for Senator 

Boozman. Chapter President Harold Tucker 

with GEN(R) Wesley Clark 

Congressman Hill at MacArthur 

Museum on Veterans Day 
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• Fort Roots Veterans recognition – Also as part of the 
National Vietnam Era Veteran recognition and War 
commemoration sponsor, Chapter President Harold Tucker 
had the honor of recognizing Navy Vietnam Veteran Paul 
Roachell in the Hospice Fort Roots Hospital.  Paul was very 
appreciative of finally being recognized for his service to his 
country during the Vietnam War.  Sadly, Paul died the next 
month but his family also expressed their gratitude for Paul’s 
recognition.  

• Veterans Day Luncheon – Following the 
Veterans Day ceremony, Highlands Valley Methodist 
Church hosted a Veterans luncheon serving great 
food with Vietnam veteran, MSG Ret. Reverend 
Danny Carter and OIF/OEF veteran Mr. Jason 
Smedley USMC, Major as honored guests.  Both are 
purple heart recipients.   Baker Elementary School 
Choir provided outstanding music for all to enjoy and 
remember the reason for the ceremony. 

Veterans Reverend Danny Carter (MSG, USA, 

Ret) and Mr. Jason Smedley (MAJ, USMC, Ret), 

Honored Guests at Veterans Day Luncheon 

USN Veteran Paul Roachell 

Receiving Vietnam Veteran Pin 

At Fort Roots • Vietnam Veteran Recognition – On 13 
November, Chapter President Tucker again 
had the honor of recognizing another 
Vietnam Veteran, Airman First Class Patrick 
Kennedy, for his service during the Vietnam 
Era 1962 to 1966.  President Tucker met Mr. 
Kennedy at the Highland Valley Methodist 
Church Veterans Luncheon on 11 
November and during the conversation 
realized that Mr. Kennedy had not ever been 
recognized for his Vietnam Era 
service.  Chapter President Tucker and 
State President David Cooper met with Mr. 
Kennedy and officially ‘welcomed’ Mr. 
Kennedy home and thanked him for his 
service to his country. 
 

Chapter President Harold Tucker Presents Vietnam 

Era Veteran Pin to Mr. Patrick Kennedy, USAF 
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Chapter President Tucker represented the Arkansas 
Chapter, AUSA National, and the Arkansas Army 
Community at the “African American Soldier in Wartime” 
lecture on 1 FEB at the Mosaic Templars Cultural Center 
in Little Rock. The Arkansas Black History Commission 
hosted a three-part lecture titled, “African American 
Soldiers in Wartime.” Using “soldier” in its generic military 
sense, Ms Tamela Tenpenny-Lewis spoke to the 
“Integration of the Modern Navy – B-1 Band” and the 
challenges of the first African American band in the Navy.  
 
Army veteran Dr. Cherisse Jones-Branch, history 
professor at Arkansas State University, described the 
challenges she experienced as an African American 
female in a mostly white and male unit during Desert 
Storm. (She works with American Women Veterans – for 
more information visit AmericanWomenVeterans.org). The 
final speaker was Retired Army Reserve Brigadier General 
Gracus Dunn, an Arkansas Tech graduate. He presented 
an in-depth history of African Americans Services in 
American’s Wars. His presentation included an Arkansas 
element with information on African Americans inclusion in 
the Arkansas militia and current military services. 

• Black History Month – 

• Arkansas National Guard Museum Awards Banquet– The 
Arkansas National Guard Museum hosted the 4th Annual Awards 
Banquet and Silent Auction on 24 January 2020 at the MWR Café 
Camp Robinson AR.  AUSA AR Chapter President Harold Tucker 
represented the chapter at the event (none of his silent bids were 
accepted!) which recognized nurse anesthetist and COL (Ret) 
Frankie Sears for her 21 years in the Arkansas National Guard and 
service to the Nation during Operation Desert Storm. She was 
mobilized and deployed to Saudi Arabia where she assisted with 58 
operations, 1000 outpatient visits, and served nearly 300 patients.  
After retiring in 1997 she served as an original member of the AR 
National Guard Museum board of directors. 

Guest speaker was Judge Morris 
Arnold whose latest book “The 
Arkansas Post of Louisiana” 
describes how Arkansas was the 
site of the most western battle of 
the Revolutionary War, and 
discussed other books about 
Arkansas colonial history. AETN 
did an interview with him which 
can be viewed at this link:  
https://www.aetn.org/programs/m
enandwomenofdistinction/judge
morrisarnold    

Judge Morris Arnold Speaks on 

Arkansas’ Colonial History 

https://www.aetn.org/programs/menandwomenofdistinction/judgemorrisarnold
https://www.aetn.org/programs/menandwomenofdistinction/judgemorrisarnold
https://www.aetn.org/programs/menandwomenofdistinction/judgemorrisarnold
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• Congratulations, COL (R) Terry 
DeWitt – Many of you in the Arkansas 
Army Community may know COL DeWitt, 
and know that, as an Army retiree, he 
wears many hats in voluntary service to 
Arkansas men and women in uniform. But 
he also has a “day job” where he also 
excels. As “Dr. DeWitt”, he heads the 
Department of Kinesiology and Leisure 
Studies at Ouachita Baptist University 
which recently received the Gold Status 
Credential from the American College of 
Sports Medicine for its participation and 
excellence in ACSM’s Exercise in Medicine 
(EIM) Program. (ACSM is the world’s 
largest sports medicine and exercise 
science organization.) 

Dr. DeWitt, smiling at Left, During the Mass 

Enlistment Event 

Well Done, Doctor DeWitt! 

8 February JROTC Orienteering 
Competition.  Here are two pictures.  First 
is the hot drink table and second is group 
of students/cadets receiving their briefing 
before launching out.  

CHAPTER SUPPORT TO 

ARMY ROTC & JROTC  

• Showing the Flag – With all the schools 

returning from the holiday vacation, 

academics seem to have crowded out most 

ROTC/JROTC events, at least until the 

weather changes. Still, your Chapter 

supported the JROTC Orienteering event at 

Camp Robinson on 8 FEB by providing hot 

beverages to help warm the cadets from 

over ten high schools. Many thanks to 

Chapter President Tucker for his dedication 

to our mission ( – despite the weather). The 

cadets REALLY appreciated the hot cocoa! 
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State President 

Greetings all Arkansas AUSA members and 
Community partners, 
 
As discussed earlier, the Arkansas Chapter 
will be hosting an Army Futures Command 
Workshop on the 21st of April 2020. The 
location will be the Arkansas Regional 
Innovation Hub in North Little Rock. For 
those who have ideas to make the Army 
better and stronger in the future please visit 
aal.army and click on “on going areas of 
interest”. After you visit that site or if you 
have questions about the workshop please 
contact me 
at AUSA.atstatepres@yahoo.com 
 
In addition, please get involved with the 
Arkansas Chapter 
 
Regards 
David Cooper 
4th Region Arkansas State President 

• AUSA Cadet Leadership Recognition – 

The awards season is nearly upon us again 

and the presentation of AUSA Cadet 

Leadership awards remains one of the 

Arkansas Chapter’s most recognizable and 

meaningful programs across our State. It is 

an area that needs more membership 

support! 

 

Every year, deserving cadets in outstanding 

ROTC/JROTC programs miss out on having 

these awards presented by AUSA-AR 

because of schedule conflicts, travel issues, 

and lack of available Chapter 

representatives. But this is a GREAT 

opportunity for our state-wide membership 

to volunteer to present these awards at your 

local school. It is a win-win-win. The cadets 

get their well-deserved recognition, local 

AUSA members get to ensure their local 

JROTC/ROTC programs receive Chapter 

support, and the Chapter leadership get to 

put fewer miles on their cars or spend as 

much money out of their own pockets! 

 

If you’d like to support your Chapter and 

local JROTC/ROTC program, please 

contact COL(R) Tucker at 

AUSA.AR.Pres@comcast.net. Sooner is 

better than later as some of the school 

awards ceremonies begin in March. 

• AUSA Helping to Grow Arkansas 
JROTC Footprint – AUSA AR Chapter 
president, COL(R) Harold Tucker, is 
conducting on-going coordination with 
Military Officers Association of America 
(MOAA) and the AR Secretary of Veteran 
Affairs Director, COL (R) Nate Todd, to 
potentially increase the number of JROTC 
(all services) programs in Arkansas.  Many 
of our neighboring states have many more 
programs and AUSA AR recognizes the 
significant beneficial impact having a 
JROTC program on campus has upon 
cadets, the high school, community, nation 
and, potentially, the entire military.  Much 
more to follow. 

• WELCOME NEW MEMBERS! It is with great pleasure that the Arkansas Chapter welcomes 
the following NEW MEMBERS since our last Hog Call: COL Damon Cluck, MAJ Maurice 
Thomas Gilmore, USA Retired, CAPT Amaquah Bonsu, CDT Alexander D Propes, CDT 
Holly D Eichelberger, CDT Samuel B Boshears, and  Mr. Jon Wickliffe. We would also like to 
welcome our newest Community Partner, Estate Planners of Arkansas! The strength of our 
Chapter, as well as our “reach” in terms of advocacy and support for the Army Community in 
Arkansas, is our membership. Thank you for this tangible expression of your support for our 
serving, retired, and veteran Soldiers, their Families as well as Cadets, statewide. But please help 
us continue to grow and expand our support efforts . . . ASK A FRIEND to join as well! 

mailto:AUSA.atstatepres@yahoo.com
mailto:AUSA.AR.Pres@comcast.net
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Chapter President 

Greetings from the Arkansas Chapter 

President. 

 

Many things continue to happen regarding 

AUSA Arkansas involvement across the 

state.  It is March and the JROTC award 

season is here and I and others have the 

honor of recognizing outstanding JROTC 

cadets across our state.  Even though most 

do not enter the military, they still are highly 

motivated to be the best citizen they can be 

for our state and country.  If you would like to 

participate in one or more JROTC award 

ceremonies (27 total) across the state please 

email me soonest 

at AUSA.AR.Pres@comcast.net so I can 

coordinate your presenting at one of our 

state’s high schools. 

 

In early April your chapter will be involved 

with Army Future’s Command initiatives 

seeking the next item that will make a 

soldier’s job easier, more effective and more 

lethal.  Watch for more info on our facebook 

page and this Future’s Command 

page:  @ArmyFutures  

 

I will also be attending the 4th Region 

meeting 2-4 April in Austin, TX to hear the 

latest news from AUSA National and the 

‘best practices’ being done in the other 

chapters across AR, TX, LA and OK. 

 

We are looking forward to attending the state 

National Guard meeting in Little Rock on 24-

25 April and even more excited about the 

national meeting of the Enlisted National 

Guard Association also meeting in Arkansas 

9-12 August. 

 

I have had the honor of representing the 

chapter at numerous National Guard events 

such as the “Best Warrior” award banquet 

 

this past week where the best of the best 

NCO and Soldier in the Arkansas Army 

National Guard were recognized and will be 

completing in Kansas in May to bring home 

the trophy. 

 

Don’t forget about our Facebook page 

at @AUSAArkansas and you can also 

review past editions of our exceptional 

newsletter 

at:  https://www.ausa.org/chapters/arkansas

-chapter. 

 

If there are issues that you would like the AR 

AUSA Chapter to address or to pass along 

to AUSA National please make those known 

to me for discussion and action.  

 

Finally, it is with heavy heart that I report our 

state and other states continue to lose fellow 

soldiers (current and veterans) to 

suicide.  Please keep a close watch on your 

‘battle buddy’ and those around you.  If you 

see something then say something to that 

person or others that might intervene and 

prevent another loss.  Have them call (800) 

273-8255 and press #1 for immediate 

intervention and assistance.  The chain of 

command and family is there to help! 

 

It is my honor to serve the Arkansas AUSA 

Chapter.  

 

Harold Tucker 

 

mailto:AUSA.AR.Pres@comcast.net
https://www.ausa.org/chapters/arkansas-chapter
https://www.ausa.org/chapters/arkansas-chapter
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          ARMY NEWS 

• Download the Updated App for the 
Army’s PRT – The Army has updated its 
“app” for Soldiers who want to prepare and 
train the its new Physical Readiness Training 
or “PRT”. It is available as “Army PRT” from 
digital sites such as Google Play and Apple 
App Store. 

• Army Fields New “Pocket Guide” for 
Senior Commanders and Command 
Judge Advocates – Recognizing that 
potential future wars may be larger in scale 
than the small scale combats of the GWOT 
era – and that field commanders may well 
have to make tactical decisions without 
having a lawyer handy – it has made 
available the 200-page “Commander’s 
Handbook on the Law of Land Warfare” in 
hard copy to general officers and judge 
advocates, but it is now also available in 
electronic format for free download. 

• New Emphasis on Marksmanship – The 
Army has updated its weapons qualification 
manual, TC 3-20.40 Training and 
Qualification – Individual Weapons, to better 
reflect the realities of modern combat in 
order for Soldiers to qualify with their 
assigned individual weapons. In particular, 
there will be six tables – preliminary 
marksmanship instruction and evaluation, 
pre-live fire simulation training, magazine 
and shooting position drills, grouping and 
zeroing, practice qualification, and 
qualification. Full qualification will require 
night fire and NBC qualification. An “offhand” 
or standing position has been added, as well 
as transitioning from standing to prone 
requirement. Also, no more stacking of 
magazines or “alibi fires”! 

• Aviators Getting Pay Raise – In an effort 
to retain qualified aviators, the Army has 
increased its incentive pay for aviators with 
more than 10 years of aviation service to 
$1000/month, the maximum allowed by law. 
This amount decreases at the 22 years of 
rated time are reached, but warrant officers 
are excepted from this reduction as long as 
they stay in aviation. The CG of the Army 
Aviation Center said these raises should 
apply to active aviators in all three 
Components. Good news for our Army 
National Guard pilots in Arkansas! 

• No More USFK Curfew – For those 
members who’ve served in “the Land of the 
Morning Calm” since the end of the Korean 
War, the nightly curfew was just a fact of 
military life, especially if you were lucky 
enough for an off-post pass. (I still have vivid 
memories of walking “courtesy patrol” to 
push Soldiers in-doors or herd them back 
onto post back in the ‘70s.) But after two 90-
day trial run suspensions of the curfew, the 
USFK CG ended the curfew this past 
December. 

• Arkansas National Guard Association 
Annual Conference – AUSA Arkansas will 
be represented at the upcoming ARNGA 
Conference 24-25APR at the Marriott in 
Little Rock.  
 

• National Conference Enlisted 
Association of the National Guard of the 
United States is Coming to Arkansas! – 
The Arkansas National Guard will play host 
to the National Conference of the EANGUS, 
or “The Big Dam Conference”, at the 
Statehouse Convention Center in Little 
Rock from 9-12 AUG. Not only will AUSA-
AR have a presence at the Conference, but 
will host national leadership attending the 
Conference. Current plans are for both GEN 
Hamm and SMA Dailey to attend. Watch for 
more information in the 2nd Quarter Hog 
Call. 
 

            ARKANSAS ARMY  

            GUARD NEWS 
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  NEWS FROM AUSA NATIONAL 

• Latest Publications from AUSA – This 
past quarter, AUSA again published a prolific 
number of authoritative reports and articles. 
These are great tools for our members to 
“educate and inform” local, regional and 
national leaders; and the American public on 
the critical nature of land forces and the 
importance of the United States Army.  
 

• The Mosul Study Group and the 
Lessons of the Battle of Mosul by MAJ 
Amos C. Fox, USA (Land Warfare Paper 
130, February 2020) 

•  A Strategy for the Development of 
Principled Professionals by MAJ Chaveso 
Cook and CPT Alison Aman, 
USA (Landpower Essay 20-2, January 
2020) 

• The Strategy of a Great Power 
Competitor by CPT Johannes Geist, 
USA (Landpower Essay 20-1, January 
2020) 

• Reserve Component Employment in 
Strategic Competition 
by MAJ Robert A. Behrman, PhD, 
USA (Landpower Essay 19-4, December 
2019) 

• Understanding Assets: Teaching 
Senior Leaders How to Identify and 
Engage Stakeholders 
by LTC Alex L. Carter, USAR (Landpower 
Essay 19-3, December 2019 

• Quarterly Links to AUSA’s Army 

Magazine:  

March 2020 –

https://www.ausa.org/issues/army-magazine-

vol-70-no-3-march-2020 

February 2020 – 

https://www.ausa.org/issues/army-magazine-

vol-70-no-2-february-2020 

January 2020 – 

https://www.ausa.org/issues/army-magazine-

vol-70-no-1-january-2020 

December 2019 – 

https://www.ausa.org/issues/army-magazine-

vol-69-no-12-december-2019 

November 2019 – 

https://www.ausa.org/issues/army-magazine-

vol-69-no-11-november-2019 

• AUSA Scholarships – The Association of 

the U.S. Army began accepting applications 

Feb. 1 to award at least $320,000 in national 

scholarships in 2020, with 48 scholarships 

awarded by AUSA and three administered by 

the Association in conjunction with the Army. 

This year, AUSA is adjusting the timing of its 
annual scholarship awards to align with the 
beginning of the fall semester at colleges and 
universities. Applications will be accepted 
online from Feb. 1 until May 15. Those 
selected to receive AUSA national 
scholarships will be notified by Aug. 15. For 
specific scholarship information and 
requirements, visit: 
https://www.ausa.org/resources/scholarships 
 
REMEMBER – To be selected for any of the 
AUSA national scholarships, applicants must 
have a current membership in the 
Association.  

• AUSA Membership Rates – As you 
spread the word about all that AUSA 
Arkansas does to Educate, Inform, and 
Connect with all Arkansans, they will 
undoubtedly ask about the cost of 
membership (and for your own renewal!). For 
cadets and junior enlisted, the cost is still only 
$10 for two years. For all others it is $40 for 
two years, $75 for five years, or only $400 for 
a Life Membership. Joining or renewing can 
be done on-line at www.ausa.org or email to 
membersupport@ausa.org. Don’t forget to 
include our Chapter (C4101) when 
completing the application form. 

https://www.ausa.org/sites/default/files/publications/LWP-130-The-Mosul-Study-Group-and-the-Lessons-of-the-Battle-of-Mosul.pdf
https://www.ausa.org/sites/default/files/publications/LWP-130-The-Mosul-Study-Group-and-the-Lessons-of-the-Battle-of-Mosul.pdf
https://www.ausa.org/people/maj-amos-c-fox
https://www.ausa.org/people/maj-amos-c-fox
https://www.ausa.org/sites/default/files/publications/LPE-20-2-A-Strategy-for-the-Development-of-Principled-Professionals.pdf
https://www.ausa.org/sites/default/files/publications/LPE-20-2-A-Strategy-for-the-Development-of-Principled-Professionals.pdf
https://www.ausa.org/people/maj-chaveso-cook
https://www.ausa.org/people/maj-chaveso-cook
https://www.ausa.org/people/cpt-alison-aman
https://www.ausa.org/people/cpt-alison-aman
https://www.ausa.org/sites/default/files/publications/LPE-20-1-The-Strategy-of-a-Great-Power-Competitor.pdf
https://www.ausa.org/sites/default/files/publications/LPE-20-1-The-Strategy-of-a-Great-Power-Competitor.pdf
https://www.ausa.org/people/cpt-johannes-geist-us-army
https://www.ausa.org/people/cpt-johannes-geist-us-army
https://www.ausa.org/sites/default/files/publications/LPE-19-4-Reserve-Component-Employment-in-Strategic-Competition.pdf
https://www.ausa.org/sites/default/files/publications/LPE-19-4-Reserve-Component-Employment-in-Strategic-Competition.pdf
https://www.ausa.org/people/maj-robert-behrman-phd-usa
https://www.ausa.org/people/maj-robert-behrman-phd-usa
https://www.ausa.org/sites/default/files/publications/LPE-19-3-Understanding-Assets-Teaching-Senior-Leaders-How-to-Identify-and-Engage-Stakeholders.pdf
https://www.ausa.org/sites/default/files/publications/LPE-19-3-Understanding-Assets-Teaching-Senior-Leaders-How-to-Identify-and-Engage-Stakeholders.pdf
https://www.ausa.org/sites/default/files/publications/LPE-19-3-Understanding-Assets-Teaching-Senior-Leaders-How-to-Identify-and-Engage-Stakeholders.pdf
https://www.ausa.org/people/ltc-alex-l-carter-usar
https://www.ausa.org/issues/army-magazine-vol-70-no-3-march-2020
https://www.ausa.org/issues/army-magazine-vol-70-no-3-march-2020
https://www.ausa.org/issues/army-magazine-vol-70-no-2-february-2020
https://www.ausa.org/issues/army-magazine-vol-70-no-2-february-2020
https://www.ausa.org/issues/army-magazine-vol-70-no-1-january-2020
https://www.ausa.org/issues/army-magazine-vol-70-no-1-january-2020
https://www.ausa.org/issues/army-magazine-vol-69-no-12-december-2019
https://www.ausa.org/issues/army-magazine-vol-69-no-12-december-2019
https://www.ausa.org/issues/army-magazine-vol-69-no-11-november-2019
https://www.ausa.org/issues/army-magazine-vol-69-no-11-november-2019
https://www.ausa.org/resources/scholarships
http://www.ausa.org/
mailto:membersupport@ausa.org
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• For disabled veterans – Veterans who have 
been determined to have a medical disability are 
eligible for the Lifetime Access Pass for National 
Parks by following the instructions on the website 
and paying the document processing fee of $10. 
Once the application package is received by the U.S. 
Geological Survey, the documentation will be verified 
and a pass imprinted with the pass owner’s name will 
be mailed to the applicant. 

Download a paper application 
from https://store.usgs.gov/access-pass. 

Other News You Can Use 

• Human Resources Command - Reserve 

Component Retirement 

• Mesothelioma Veterans Center 

• Mesothelioma Veterans Guide  

• Military Records Request 

• National Resource Directory: An Online 

Partnership for Wounded, Ill, and Injured 

Servicemembers, Veterans, Their Families, 

and Those Who Support Them 

• Social Security Administration 

• Social Security Benefits for Veterans 

• Soldier for Life 

• TRICARE Regions: TRICARE 

East / TRICARE West 

• TRICARE Benefit Resources (2020) 

• TRICARE Costs Sheet (2020) 

• TRICARE for Retired Soldiers 

• Federal Employees Dental/Vision 

Program (FEDVIP) 

• VA Burials and Memorials 

• VA Claims Process 

• VA GI Bill 

• VA GI BILL Comparison Tool 

• Veteran ID Card 

• Veteran's Guide to Starting a Business 

• AUSA Resources For Retired Soldiers 

And Veterans – As an AUSA Member, 

check out all the informational resources 

available to you on-line at the AUSA 

Homepage (under the Professional 

Development Tab, then “Retired Soldiers & 

Veterans”). Topics and links include: 

• 2019-2020 Retirement Planning Guide 

• VA - Federal Benefits for Veterans, 

Dependents and Survivors  

• VA - Federal Compensation Rates (2020) 

• VA - Survivors Pension Rates (2020) 

• VA - Welcome Kit 

• VA Mission Act 

• MyArmyBenefits (Retirement, Survivor 

Benefits, Deployment, Disability Income) 

• Army Retirement Services Officers   

• Centers for Medicare & Medicaid 

Services   

• Combat Related Special Compensation 

(CRSC) 

• Defense Finance and Accounting 

Service    

• Department of Veterans Affairs  

•  

 

https://ausa.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?u=a70159ccddd5fba1ac1944c2a&id=5150c1646b&e=e1f7d861d7
https://www.humanamilitary.com/
https://www.humanamilitary.com/
https://www.tricare-west.com/
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• GWOT Memorial Day 
Commemoration at the Capital – 
There will be unique 
commemoration for the servicemen 
and women of Arkansas who made 
the ultimate sacrifice on our behalf. 
One set of military boots will be 
placed in honor of each fallen 
military member, for one day only, 
on the steps of the State Capital in 
Little Rock. The name of each will 
be attached to the boots. 

If you would like to contribute a set 
of “combat boots” – new or used, 
from any era of, as long as they 
are/were regulation footwear, 
please drop contact the project 
POC, Ms. Andrea Fisher at (501) 
212-4122 or 
andrea.b.fisher5.ctr@mail.mil for 
information on where to drop off you 
boots. 

• Spring Events at the Jacksonville Museum of Military History – Two big events are 

scheduled for the JMMH. On March 14th, it will host a fundraiser “A Night At The Victory Canteen” 

dinner and auction at the Jacksonville Community Center, starting at 1700hrs. Tickets are 

$45/person or a table (8 pax) for $325. 

 

On Saturday, 25 April, the JMMH will host its annual Welcome Home Vietnam Veterans Event at 

the Museum at 100 Veteran’s Circle in Jacksonville. The event will begin at 1000hrs and will feature 

Mr. Tim O’Brien, author of the book on the Vietnam War “The Things They Carried”, as the guest 

speaker. He will be available to autograph your copies. 

 

For more information on these events, contact Ms DannaKay Duggar at (501) 241-1943 or 

jaxmilmuseum@gmail.com 

mailto:andrea.b.fisher5.ctr@mail.mil
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Veterans History Project – In 2000, as part of the American Folklife Center at the Library of 
Congress, Congress created the Veterans History Project (VHP).  Congressman French Hill has 
taken the lead in our State in reaching out to veterans and has asked that Arkansas veterans 
contact his office to provide their stories and artifacts from their periods of service in the United 
States military. The popular understanding of this Project is that it is about reaching WWII, Korean 
War, and Vietnam Era veterans before they pass away. But it is just as important that Arkansas 
veterans of Desert Storm/Desert Shield and the Global War on Terrorism begin telling their stories 
while they are still fresh in their minds, and while they can still find the artifacts and mementos of 
their service!  
 
The Arkansas Chapter of the AUSA is proud to support this wonderful history project and help in 
getting out the word out to our membership. If you would like to tell your story or have someone 
else whose story should be told, please contact Ms Dlayne Tucciarone, Congressman French Hill’s 
District Representative for Military and Veterans Affairs, at (501) 324-5941 or 
Dlayne.Tucciarone@mail.house.gov.  For more information on the whole Project, visit 
https://www.loc.gov/vets/ 
 

• Military Healthcare Reductions – As the 

Department of Defense pushes ahead with its 

plans to trim nearly 18,000 uniformed medical 

billets from the Army, Navy, and Air Force, it 

remains to be seen just how many retirees 

and family members will be turned away from 

military medical facilities and onto Tricare for 

their medical needs. This continues despite 

bi-partisan review in Congress that has 

discovered that, in some areas of the Nation, 

civilian healthcare networks either lack the 

capacity to accept new Tricare members or 

are flat unwilling to admit them due to the low 

reimbursement rates. It seems the DoD’s 

goal is to downgrade military hospitals to 

outpatient clinics and to close some that are 

currently just clinics. No word, yet, on how 

operations at the LRAFB clinic and pharmacy 

will be affected. 

• Latest Court Ruling on GI Bill – Unless 
the Department of Veterans Affairs appeals 
the latest ruling by the U.S. Court of Appeals 
for Veterans Claims, that Court’s ruling, that 
eligible veterans will be able to claim BOTH 
their Montgomery GI Bill benefits (because 
they’ve paid into that program) as well as up 
to 36 months of Post-9/11 GI Bill benefits, 
will take effect in March. The Court’s 
stipulation is that the two benefits must be 
taken consecutively, rather than 
simultaneously. VA benefits are subject to 
change with each year’s federal budget, so 
AUSA members are well advised to keep 
abreast of possible future changes and court 
decisions such as this. 

mailto:Dlayne.Tucciarone@mail.house.gov
https://www.loc.gov/vets/
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2020 AUSA-AR Officers 
 
State President – LTC(R) David Cooper 
Little Rock Chapter President – COL(R) Harold 
Tucker (ausa.ar.pres@comcast.net) 
Chapter VP for Army Reserve Affairs – Vacant 
Chapter VP for Army Guard Affairs – Vacant 
Chapter VP for Membership – Lyn Lewis 
Chapter Treasurer – Mr. Matt Miller 
Chapter Legal Counsel – Mr. Jerry Dodd 
Director of Public Relations – BG(R) Bud 
Jameson  
Chapter Webmaster – Mr. Matt Miller 
Chapter Chaplain – Vacant 

Calendar of Upcoming 
Events 

• 14 March, JMMH’s “A Night At The Victory 

Canteen” dinner and auction at the 

Jacksonville Community Center 

• 1-5 April, AUSA Forth Region Meeting 

•  24-25 April, ARNGA Conference at the 
Marriott in Little Rock.  

• 25 April, Welcome Home Vietnam 

Veterans Event at the Jacksonville Museum of 

Military History 

• 12-15 June, JROTC JCLC at Camp 
Robinson 

• ~14 June, Join AUSA in Celebrating the 

Army Birthday 

• 9-12 August, National “Big Dam 

Conference” of EANGUS at the Statehouse 

Convention Center in Little Rock from. 

• 24/25 September, LRAFB Airshow 

• 12-14 October, 2020 AUSA National 

Conference and Exhibition, Washington D.C. 

• 7 November, Sherwood’s “Butch Davis 

Veteran’s Day Parade 

• Veteran Scam Alert – Arkansas Attorney 
General Leslie Rutledge announced the 
filing of a complaint in US District 
Court against Candy Kern-Fuller and 
Howard Sutter, lawyers at UpState Law 
Group in South Carolina for substantially 
assisting brokers with the illegal sale of 
veterans’ future pension payments.  
 
The Complaint, filed in the Greenville 
Division of the United States District Court of 
South Carolina, alleges that Defendants’ 
deceptive and unfair acts and practices 
violate state and federal laws protecting 
veterans They are accused of developing the 
contract approval, payment collection and 
enforcement processes. The broker 
companies falsely told veterans that they 
were selling their future payments for a 
reduced lump-sum. In reality, the veterans’ 
pension assignment contracts were high 
interest loans that were void from the start. 
These deceptive and unfair acts and 
practices violate state and federal laws 
protecting veterans. They have targeted 
disabled veterans in particular. 
 
If you are a consumer who has been 
impacted by the actions of Voyager Financial 
Group, SoBell, BAIC, Performance 
Arbitrage, Life Funding Options or UpState 
Law Group or its owners, Rutledge 
encourages you to contact the Attorney 
General’s Consumer Protection Hotline at 
(800) 482-8982. 

mailto:ausa.ar.pres@comcast.net
https://www.arkansasag.gov/site/assets/files/90131/kern-fuller_complaint_docx.pdf
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(Belated) Happy New Year! I hope and trust 

2020 will be a great year for AUSA-AR and 

our entire membership. 

 

While I am proud of our Newsletter and am 

officially the “editor”, I have studiously tried to 

avoid editorializing. My role is actually more 

compiler and proof-reader. I hope these 

efforts have resulted in a quality product that 

you, our members and readers, find valuable 

for its useful information and timely reporting 

of the many, many activities of your Chapter. 

 

But I am going to break with my own policy 

with this edition to editorialize on a couple of 

topics. 

 

The Arkansas Army Community is mostly 

composed of the Citizen Soldiers of the Army 

Guard and Reserve. And, while I agree with 

George Washington who said, “When we 

assumed the Soldier, we did not lay aside the 

Citizen”, we must ALWAYS remember that 

our code, our ethic, as Soldiers is driven by 

our Oath to the Constitution. (This is why 

AUSA-Arkansas provides copies of the 

Founding documents to newly commissioned 

officers and newly minted NCOs.) Our Army 

is the only one I know of that swears such an 

Oath. Not to a president, not to any monarch 

or leader, nor to the government or any 

political party, but to the foundation of our 

Nation, our Constitution – “against all 

enemies, foreign and domestic”. That means 

our Army serves the People and protects 

them, their Rights, and their security, 

regardless of what the government may say. 

 

As Citizen Soldiers, who have the clear right 

to voice our opinions, especially in an election 

year, it is easy to forget that our allegiance is 

to something more noble. I would just remind 

folks of that fact and that, as Soldiers and 

veterans, we share MUCH more than might 

divide us. Please remember that. 

 

 

My second editorial point is on participation 

and support. If you noticed, this edition was 

mighty “slim” on coverage of our Army 

Reserve and Guard units. I have been a 

member of this Chapter for nearly 20 years. 

In that time, ALL that the Chapter has asked 

of our units is, “How can we help?” and “Let 

us know what you have going in case we can 

find some way to help that you might not be 

aware of”.  

 

Many of our Community Partners joined 

AUSA specifically to help us better support 

the Soldiers of Arkansas, not only with their 

dues, but often with special funding or 

support-in-kind to units and activities. And, 

still we hear nothing, or very little. 

  

If you are a leader in one of the Arkansas 

Guard or Reserve units, please let us hear 

from you in. Or, if you serve in one of these 

units, educate your leadership on the support 

they are denying their units and families when 

they don’t include us in their planning. 

 

Lastly, as a Chapter, we continue to grow. 

That is a good thing, especially in a State 

without any major Regular Army installations. 

But our participation rate has stalled. 

President Tucker is constantly asking for 

something as simple as volunteering to 

present ROTC/JROTC cadet awards. In a 

state where our membership is mainly 

community-based Citizen Soldiers, it amazes 

me that we do not have routine requests from 

Reservists and Guardsmen to “do the 

honors” at the local schools their own children 

attend. 

 

I need to sincerely thank and commend our 

Chapter and State Presidents – and a VERY 

SMALL number of additional volunteers – for 

their individual efforts in keeping AUSA viable 

in Arkansas. But trust me, we ARE wearing 

them out. Please help out. 

 

BRJ 
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“Once A Soldier, 
Always A Soldier!” 

BEI – “Innovators and Integrators of 

Advanced Sensing Solutions for Critical 
Applications” 

 

Community Partners Pages 
 

Whole Hog North 

Little Rock – 10% off 

for military Every 

Monday! 

More than just a flag store! 

ARMTAC 
Suppressors and 
Gunsmithing – Sound 

Quality in Weaponry 
 
(Visit Us on Facebook)  

Clinton Museum 
Store – 15% 

discount for military, 
everyday! 

Welcome Newest Partner! 

Specializing in Estate Planning for the 

Military - Visit Us On Facebook 

Lynwick LLC -  

Military discount on 

string quartet 

performances at 

military functions 

and church events 
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Spectra Technologies, LLC – 

Serving all branches of the U.S. 

Military . . . from Camden, Arkansas! 

Metova Cybercents – Preeminent, 

customizable, state-of-the-art cyber 

network simulators and training 

Security 
Signals, Inc. – 

Quality Products 
since 1948!  

Trio's 

Restaurant 
8201 Cantrell Rd., Ste. 100 

Little Rock, AR  72227 

501-221-3330 

www.triosrestaurant.com 

Community Partners Pages 
 

What is missing here? There are hundreds 

of businesses and companies across Arkansas who would love to support our 

Soldiers and Families, but don’t know how. AUSA-Arkansas is the link they are 

looking for! We are the Voice of the Army Community in Arkansas and able to 

identify Reserve, Guard, ROTC, JROTC and Retiree and Veteran activities and 

events across our State that need support, and then coordinate the support of our 

Community Partners. But we cannot help them to help our Soldiers unless we can 

fill up the gaps on these pages by asking them to join us as new Community 

Partners! 
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