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• 54th year of giving joy and new 
toys to our military families

How to Donate (Contactless):  

1. Monetary donations: 
• http://fortgordonchristmashouse.com/

• Write Check to Fort Gordon Christmas 

House 

2. Amazon Prime Direct 

Ordering 
https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/3S

MBRJVYBHQ4D?ref_=wl_share

MAILING ADDRESS:  FGCH, P.O. Box 

7030, Fort Gordon, GA 30905

http://fortgordonchristmashouse.com/
https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/3SMBRJVYBHQ4D?ref_=wl_share
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Please
Welcome

BG(R) Welton Chase 
& 

COL(R) Stacy Gerber 

Ft. Gordon Historical Museum Society



Preserving the history…

Preparing the future...

Educating the present…



Fort Gordon Historical Museum Society, 
Corporation is a duly incorporated Domestic 

Nonprofit Corporation under the laws of the State 
of Georgia with approved IRS internal revenue 

code (IRC) Section 501 (c) 3 status.



Fort Gordon’s museum is going away in 2021. In order to preserve the 
substantial historical contributions to the nation, educate our citizens and 

prepare the next generation of Americans for the next century, we  intend to 
create an enduring live and virtual museum under a public private partnership 
(PPP) with the US Army.  The new museum will house a historical collection, 
preserve and present exhibits and historically significant artifacts that reveal 

the rich history of innovation by our citizens as they served the nation.  



Mission

Battle of the  
Bulge

Raise funds to provide the acquisition, construction, and 
operation of a state-of-the-art facility with live and virtual 
collections, that preserves the regimental history of the 

Signal Corps, the Cyber Corps and other tenant units as 
part of an enduring Fort Gordon Museum.

Preserve the history, educate the present, and prepare 
the future by commemorating the sacrifice and 

honoring of all those who served the nation.

How



World War I

Alvin Cullum York, also known as 
Sergeant York, was one of the most 
decorated United States Army soldiers of 
World War I. He received the Medal of 
Honor for leading an attack on a German 
machine gun nest, taking at least one 
machine gun, killing at least 25 enemy 
soldiers and capturing

• The United States Army established many war-training 
camps during World War I. Chamblee, northeast of 
Atlanta, was selected for one of the state's largest army 
cantonments. 

• It was named Camp Gordon in honor of John Brown 
Gordon, who was a major general in the Confederate 
army, a Georgia governor, a U.S. senator, and a 
businessman. 

• The camp opened in July 1917, becoming a training site 
and home of the famous 82nd Division.[3] The division 
was composed of men from several different states, but 
men from Georgia made up almost half its number. 
Among the men trailed at Camp Gordon, during that 
period, was the future Congressional Medal of 
Honor recipient Alvin York.[4]

* - COURTESY OF WIKIPEDIA.ORG
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Preserving the history…

Preparing the future...

Educating the present…
Picture by Arthur Samuel Mole 



World War II

* - COURTESY OF WIKIPEDIA.ORG and shared postings to Facebook

• Camp Gordon was approved as the name 
for a WWII division training camp which 
began construction in July 1941. 

• The U.S. War Department approved a 
contract to construct facilities on a new 
training area near Augusta, in Richmond 
County, Georgia that had been selected 
several months earlier. 

• Colonel Herbert W. Schmidt, camp 
commander, moved his small staff from his 
temporary office in the Augusta post office 
building to the unfinished headquarters 
building at Camp Gordon on 9 December 
1941 and the 4th Infantry Division began to 
establish operations there.

• The post was home to three divisions 
during the war; the 4th Infantry, the 26th 
Infantry, and the 10th Armored. From 
October 1943 to January 1945 Camp 
Gordon served as an internment camp for 
foreign prisoners of war. 

• From May 1945 until April 1946 the U.S. 
Army Personnel and Separation Center 
processed nearly 86,000 personnel for 
discharge from the Army.[8]

Battle of the  
Bulge

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Richmond_County,_Georgia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Augusta,_Georgia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fort_Gordon


Post World War Period

* - COURTESY OF WIKIPEDIA.ORG and shared postings to Facebook

• From early 1946 to June 1947, the U.S. Army Disciplinary 
Barracks for convicted criminals was located at Camp Gordon, 
and the installation was scheduled for deactivation. 

• In September 1948 the Army relocated the Military Police 
School from Carlisle Barracks, Pennsylvania, to Camp Gordon, 
and in October 1948 a Signal Corps training center was 
activated.

• During the 1950s and into the 1970s Fort Gordon served as a 
basic training facility under the US Third Army. In 1974 the 
Army moved its main Signal School from Ft. Monmouth NJ to 
Ft. Gordon to consolidate all signal training in one location. The 
activity was designated the US Army Signal Center and Fort 
Gordon. 

• At the same time, the Army moved the MP School to Ft. 
McClellan AL and the Civil Affairs School to Ft. Bragg NC. 
Since June 1986 Fort Gordon has been the home of the Signal 
Corps Regiment, the branch of the U.S. Army responsible for 
providing and maintaining information systems and 
communication networks. 

• In September 2014, the US Army established the US Army 
Cyber branch and Cyber School at Fort Gordon. Both the 
Signal School and Cyber School are subordinate elements of 
the US Army Cyber Center of Excellence, the headquarters 
which was formerly known as the US Army Signal Center of 
Excellence. 



History Vignettes 



• The Aviation Section, Signal Corps,[1] was the aerial 
warfare service of the United States from 1914 to 1918, and 
a direct statutory ancestor of the United States Air Force. 

• It absorbed and replaced the Aeronautical Division, Signal 
Corps, and conducted the activities of Army aviation until its 
statutory responsibilities were suspended by 
President Woodrow Wilson in 1918. The Aviation Section 
organized the first squadrons of the aviation arm and 
conducted the first military operations by United States 
aviation on foreign soil.

• The Aviation Section, Signal Corps was created by the 63rd 
Congress (Public Law 143) on 18 July 1914 after earlier 
legislation to make the aviation service independent from the 
Signal Corps died in committee. 

• From July 1914 until May 1918 the aviation section of the 
Signal Corps was familiarly known by the title of its 
administrative headquarters component at the time, seen 
variously as the Aeronautical Division, Air Division, Division 
of Military Aeronautics, and others. For historic convenience, 
however, the air arm is most commonly referred to by its 
official designation, the Aviation Section, Signal Corps 
(ASSC), and is the designation recognized by the United 
States Air Force as its predecessor for this period.[1]

* - COURTESY OF the Signal Museum, WIKIPEDIA.ORG and shared postings to Facebook

AVIATION
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Frank Russell Capra (born Francesco Rosario Capra; 
May 18, 1897 – September 3, 1991) was an Italian-
American film director, producer and writer who became 

the creative force behind some of the major award-winning 
films of the 1930s and 1940s. Born in Italy and raised in 
Los Angeles from the age of five, his rags-to-riches story 

has led film historians such as Ian Freer to consider him the 
"American Dream personified."[2]

Capra became one of America's most influential directors during the 
1930s, winning three Academy Awards for Best Director from six 
nominations, along with three other Oscar wins from nine 
nominations in other categories. 

Among his leading films were It Happened One Night (1934), You 
Can't Take It with You (1938), and Mr. Smith Goes to 
Washington(1939); Capra was nominated as Best Director and as 
producer for Academy Award for Best Picture on all three films, 
winning both awards on the first two. 

During World War II, Capra served in the U.S. Army Signal Corps and 
produced information films, such as the Why We Fight series.

* - COURTESY OF the Signal Museum, WIKIPEDIA.ORG and shared postings to Facebook

HOLLYWOOD
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June 6, 1944.  D-Day at Normandy.  It was 
the Allied invasion of northern France.  
Most Americans are familiar with the event 
and many have seen the movie The 
Longest Day.  But how many Signal 
soldiers know the Signal connection with 
the producer of this epic war film, Darryl F. 
Zanuck? 
    Darryl Zanuck was born in Nebraska in 
1902.    He moved to California at age six 
and began working in films by eight.  At 
fifteen he lied about his age to join the 
Nebraska National Guard and ended up 
serving on the Mexican Border and in 
France during WWI.  He was only eighteen 
when the war ended.  After the war Zanuck 
did some writing and sold his first movie script in 1922 to a 
Hollywood producer.  He soon began working with Warner 
Brothers as a script writer.  During this time he wrote plots for the 
popular Rin Tin Tin movie series. As an executive 
producer Zanuck was instrumental in helping Warner 
Brothers make the change to sound with the 1927 film 
The Jazz Singer.  He became a studio manager in 1928 
and later became chief of production.  Zanuck had 
essentially become the right hand man of Jack Warner in 
a few short years.  Other great hits hr produced at the 
time were Little Caesar (1930) and The Public Enemy 
(1931).  After being denied a share in the ownership 
of the studio, Zanuck made his next move in the 
film industry. 
    In 1933 Zanuck became a co-founder of Twentieth 
Century Pictures.  In 1935 the company bought Fox 
Studios and formed Twentieth Century Fox.  He produced 
The Grapes of Wrath in 1940 followed by How Green Was My 
Valley in 1941. 

    In 1942 Zanuck was commissioned a 
Colonel in the Signal Corps.  His first 
assignment was a military observer attached 
to the American Embassy in London.  During 
this time he negotiated agreements with the 
British Minister of Information and the Soviet 
Film Bureau to coordinate information and 
training films for the Allies.  On 19 August 
1942 he accompanied Canadian, British, and 
American troops on the raid at Dieppe, France. 
Colonel Zanuck was then sent to the Aleutian 
Islands of Alaska to supervise the production 
of the first film of a War Department historical 
film series for public information.  This feature 
film in technicolor, entitled Report from the 

Aleutians, won a New York Film Critics award. 
   Colonel Zanuck was next assigned to oversee the production of 
the second feature film in the historical series, At the Front in 
North Africa.  He organized special photographic detachments to 

cover the amphibious landings.  The film incorporated no 
staged material or special effects.  All of its combat scenes 
were real.  Zanuck received a Legion of Merit for his role.  
He continued on to supervise production of films during 
the fighting in Italy, returning to Twentieth Century Fox 

studio in 1944. 
   In 1962 he completed what many consider his greatest 

film accomplishment, The Longest Day. Filmed on 
location in Corsica and Normandy as well as on sets in 

Paris, the film used the services of forty-eight technical 
supervisors and a who’s who of Hollywood legends 

such as John Wayne, Robert Mitchum, Henry Fonda, 
Eddie Albert, Richard Burton, Sean Connery, Robert Ryan, 

Sal Mineo, Paul Anka, Red Buttons, Roddy McDowell, Fabian, 
Edmund O’Brian, and Robert Wagner. At a cost of $10 million, it 
was a major production and a box office success with $40 million.

FACT SHEET

FORT GORDON HISTORICAL MUSEUM SOCIETY 

ALL RIGHTS RESERVED BY FGHMS

darryl f. zanuck: “The Longest Day”
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MOVIES



Theodor Seuss “Ted” Geisel was 
born on March 2, 1904, in 
Massachuset ts . He was a 
d i s t i n g u i s h e d A m e r i c a n 
children's author, political 
cartoonist, illustrator, poet, 
animator, screenwriter, and 
filmmaker. He spent most of his 

career writing immensely 
popular children’s books 
under the pen name of Dr. 

Seuss. The most popular 
without a doubt is “The 
Cat in the Hat”.  

    During WWII, the 
U.S. Army Signal Corps attracted 

many prominent Hollywood film artists. 
One of the most famous was Ted Geisel. 

He served with the Signal Corps 
Pictorial Service making training 

films. Ted worked with other 
notable artists such as the iconic film 
director Frank Capra who is best known 
for “Mr. Smith Goes to Washington” and 
“It’s a Wonderful Life” both starring 
Jimmy Stewart. Ted also worked with 
directors Chuck Jones and Friz Freleng 
as well as the voice artist supreme Mel 
Blanc and the music director Carl 
Stalling. Geisel deplored racism at home 
against Jews and blacks that harmed the 
war effort and depicted this view in some of 
his early wartime cartoons. 

    One of the most successful 
wartime animated characters, 
Private Snafu, was the brainstorm 
of Frank Capra who headed the 
Army Motion Picture Unit. Geisel 
commanded the animation section, 
and did the majority of writing, for 
the 26 episodes that were produced 
between 1943 and 1945. Private 
Snafu was a Soldier used for 
teaching lessons to the troops. The 
material was presented in a manner 
t h a t w a s b o t h 
e n t e r t a i n i n g 

and educational. 
Usually, Snafu was shown 
doing the wrong thing due to 
laziness or ignorance. The 

intention of the cartoons 
was for Soldiers to learn 
from Snafu’s mistakes. 

   Ted Geisel left the Army after WWII as a 
Lieutenant Colonel and received the Legion of 

Merit for his contribution to the war effort. 
He passed away on September 24, 1991 in 
La Jolla, California, where he and his wife 

had moved after the war. Geisel's 
birthday, March 2, is celebrated as the 

annual date for National Read Across 
America Day, an effort to promote reading 

created by the National Education Association.

FACT SHEET

FORT GORDON HISTORICAL MUSEUM SOCIETY 

ALL RIGHTS RESERVED BY FGHMS

Theodor Seuss “Ted” Geisel
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CHILDREN
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OSCARS
Academy of Motion Pictures Arts and Sciences 

First Award
1942

For Best Documentary
To Prelude to War

This film informed soldiers and the public about the war in which they were 
engaged and the events that led to it.  Directed by Frank Capra.

Academy of Motion Pictures Arts and Sciences 
First Award

1946
For Best Documentary Short Subject

To Seeds of Destiny

This film demonstrated the need for a commitment to rebuild war-torn Europe.  It 
helped inform the public about what became known as the Marshall Plan which 

was instrumental in the postwar recovery of Europe.

Academy of Motion Pictures Arts and Sciences 
First Award

1948
For Best Documentary Short Subject

To Toward Independence

This film depicted the realities of soldiers recovering from their wartime injuries 
and the medical technologies available to assist them.



* - COURTESY OF the Signal Museum, WIKIPEDIA.ORG and shared postings to Facebook

INNOVATORS

Greely’s innovation led to the military use of 
wireless telegraphy, the airplane, the 

automobile, and other modern devices.  

Adolphus Washington Greely

He helped Brigadier General 
Albert J. Myer, founder of the 

Signal Corps, organize the U.S. 
Meteorological Service

BG Adolphus Greely, for life 
service to the Signal Corps and 
Army Service from the American 

Civil War until 1908
(41 years of service)

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Adolphus_Greely


Artifacts and Outreach



JOIN US! 

Battle of the  
Bulge

Preserve the history, educate the 
present, and prepare the future by 
commemorating the sacrifice and 

honoring of all those who served the 
nation.

Theodor Seuss “Ted” Geisel was 
born on March 2, 1904, in 
Massachuset ts . He was a 
d i s t i n g u i s h e d A m e r i c a n 
children's author, political 
cartoonist, illustrator, poet, 
animator, screenwriter, and 
filmmaker. He spent most of his 

career writing immensely 
popular children’s books 
under the pen name of Dr. 

Seuss. The most popular 
without a doubt is “The 
Cat in the Hat”.  

    During WWII, the 
U.S. Army Signal Corps attracted 

many prominent Hollywood film artists. 
One of the most famous was Ted Geisel. 

He served with the Signal Corps 
Pictorial Service making training 

films. Ted worked with other 
notable artists such as the iconic film 
director Frank Capra who is best known 
for “Mr. Smith Goes to Washington” and 
“It’s a Wonderful Life” both starring 
Jimmy Stewart. Ted also worked with 
directors Chuck Jones and Friz Freleng 
as well as the voice artist supreme Mel 
Blanc and the music director Carl 
Stalling. Geisel deplored racism at home 
against Jews and blacks that harmed the 
war effort and depicted this view in some of 
his early wartime cartoons. 

    One of the most successful 
wartime animated characters, 
Private Snafu, was the brainstorm 
of Frank Capra who headed the 
Army Motion Picture Unit. Geisel 
commanded the animation section, 
and did the majority of writing, for 
the 26 episodes that were produced 
between 1943 and 1945. Private 
Snafu was a Soldier used for 
teaching lessons to the troops. The 
material was presented in a manner 
t h a t w a s b o t h 
e n t e r t a i n i n g 

and educational. 
Usually, Snafu was shown 
doing the wrong thing due to 
laziness or ignorance. The 

intention of the cartoons 
was for Soldiers to learn 
from Snafu’s mistakes. 

   Ted Geisel left the Army after WWII as a 
Lieutenant Colonel and received the Legion of 

Merit for his contribution to the war effort. 
He passed away on September 24, 1991 in 
La Jolla, California, where he and his wife 

had moved after the war. Geisel's 
birthday, March 2, is celebrated as the 

annual date for National Read Across 
America Day, an effort to promote reading 

created by the National Education Association.

FACT SHEET

FORT GORDON HISTORICAL MUSEUM SOCIETY 

ALL RIGHTS RESERVED BY FGHMS

Theodor Seuss “Ted” Geisel

June 6, 1944.  D-Day at Normandy.  It was 
the Allied invasion of northern France.  
Most Americans are familiar with the event 
and many have seen the movie The 
Longest Day.  But how many Signal 
soldiers know the Signal connection with 
the producer of this epic war film, Darryl F. 
Zanuck? 
    Darryl Zanuck was born in Nebraska in 
1902.    He moved to California at age six 
and began working in films by eight.  At 
fifteen he lied about his age to join the 
Nebraska National Guard and ended up 
serving on the Mexican Border and in 
France during WWI.  He was only eighteen 
when the war ended.  After the war Zanuck 
did some writing and sold his first movie script in 1922 to a 
Hollywood producer.  He soon began working with Warner 
Brothers as a script writer.  During this time he wrote plots for the 
popular Rin Tin Tin movie series. As an executive 
producer Zanuck was instrumental in helping Warner 
Brothers make the change to sound with the 1927 film 
The Jazz Singer.  He became a studio manager in 1928 
and later became chief of production.  Zanuck had 
essentially become the right hand man of Jack Warner in 
a few short years.  Other great hits hr produced at the 
time were Little Caesar (1930) and The Public Enemy 
(1931).  After being denied a share in the ownership 
of the studio, Zanuck made his next move in the 
film industry. 
    In 1933 Zanuck became a co-founder of Twentieth 
Century Pictures.  In 1935 the company bought Fox 
Studios and formed Twentieth Century Fox.  He produced 
The Grapes of Wrath in 1940 followed by How Green Was My 
Valley in 1941. 

    In 1942 Zanuck was commissioned a 
Colonel in the Signal Corps.  His first 
assignment was a military observer attached 
to the American Embassy in London.  During 
this time he negotiated agreements with the 
British Minister of Information and the Soviet 
Film Bureau to coordinate information and 
training films for the Allies.  On 19 August 
1942 he accompanied Canadian, British, and 
American troops on the raid at Dieppe, France. 
Colonel Zanuck was then sent to the Aleutian 
Islands of Alaska to supervise the production 
of the first film of a War Department historical 
film series for public information.  This feature 
film in technicolor, entitled Report from the 

Aleutians, won a New York Film Critics award. 
   Colonel Zanuck was next assigned to oversee the production of 
the second feature film in the historical series, At the Front in 
North Africa.  He organized special photographic detachments to 

cover the amphibious landings.  The film incorporated no 
staged material or special effects.  All of its combat scenes 
were real.  Zanuck received a Legion of Merit for his role.  
He continued on to supervise production of films during 
the fighting in Italy, returning to Twentieth Century Fox 

studio in 1944. 
   In 1962 he completed what many consider his greatest 

film accomplishment, The Longest Day. Filmed on 
location in Corsica and Normandy as well as on sets in 

Paris, the film used the services of forty-eight technical 
supervisors and a who’s who of Hollywood legends 

such as John Wayne, Robert Mitchum, Henry Fonda, 
Eddie Albert, Richard Burton, Sean Connery, Robert Ryan, 

Sal Mineo, Paul Anka, Red Buttons, Roddy McDowell, Fabian, 
Edmund O’Brian, and Robert Wagner. At a cost of $10 million, it 
was a major production and a box office success with $40 million.

FACT SHEET

FORT GORDON HISTORICAL MUSEUM SOCIETY 

ALL RIGHTS RESERVED BY FGHMS

darryl f. zanuck: “The Longest Day”



Establish a state of the art live and virtual 
museum that preserves the history of 

innovation, educates the current generation, 
and prepares future generations for service 

to the nation by honoring  and 
commemorating the history, sacrifice and 

service of the Soldiers, Sailors, Airmen, 
Marines, Coastguardsmen, Space Force, 

Civilians and their families. 

How to Join the Team
Tell Others: Become an Ambassador and tell others about FGHMS 

via our Linkedin Group and Facebook Group

Volunteer Time: Help our staff with your unique skills/gifts
Donate: via GiveButter (Accepts venmo, paypal and cc)

Mail Checks payable to FGHMS, 4570 Dewey Drive, Martinez, GA 30907-9103

Fort Gordon has 79 years of continuous active service in the CSRA

Fort Gordon Historical Museum 
Society, Corporation is a duly 

incorporated Domestic Nonprofit 
Corporation under the laws of the 

State of Georgia with approved IRS 
internal revenue code (IRC) Section 

501 (c) 3 status.

Who are we?

Fort Gordon’s museum is going 
away  sometime in 2021.

In order to preserve the substantial 
historical contributions to the 

nation, educate our citizens and 
prepare the next generation of 

Americans for the next century, we  
intend to create an enduring live 

and virtual museum under a public 
private partnership (PPP) with the 
US Army in Augusta, Georgia near 

Fort Gordon.   

The new museum will house a 
historical collection, preserve and 
present exhibits and historically 

significant artifacts that reveal the 
rich history of innovation by our 

citizens as they served the nation.  

Why are what are we doing?

By raising funds to acquire, construct, 
and operate a state-of-the-art facility 
with live and virtual collections, that 
preserves the regimental history of 
the Signal Corps, the Cyber Corps 
and other tenant units which have 

served at Fort Gordon as part of an 
enduring Military Museum in 

Augusta.

How are we doing this?

VISION

When will this occur?

Our plan is conditions based 
and broken into four phases:

Phase 1 – Establish the 
Framework for Success  

(Complete)

Phase 2 – Gain initial funding 
and select a facility for 
operations (on-going)

Phase 3 – Establish Museum 
and transfer artifacts

Phase 4 – Ribbon cutting and 
begin operations

Preserving the history… Educating the present…

Preparing the future...

18
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JOIN US! 

Battle of the  
Bulge

Preserve the history, educate the 
present, and prepare the future by 
commemorating the sacrifice and 

honoring of all those who served the 
nation.

Theodor Seuss “Ted” Geisel was 
born on March 2, 1904, in 
Massachuset ts . He was a 
d i s t i n g u i s h e d A m e r i c a n 
children's author, political 
cartoonist, illustrator, poet, 
animator, screenwriter, and 
filmmaker. He spent most of his 

career writing immensely 
popular children’s books 
under the pen name of Dr. 

Seuss. The most popular 
without a doubt is “The 
Cat in the Hat”.  

    During WWII, the 
U.S. Army Signal Corps attracted 

many prominent Hollywood film artists. 
One of the most famous was Ted Geisel. 

He served with the Signal Corps 
Pictorial Service making training 

films. Ted worked with other 
notable artists such as the iconic film 
director Frank Capra who is best known 
for “Mr. Smith Goes to Washington” and 
“It’s a Wonderful Life” both starring 
Jimmy Stewart. Ted also worked with 
directors Chuck Jones and Friz Freleng 
as well as the voice artist supreme Mel 
Blanc and the music director Carl 
Stalling. Geisel deplored racism at home 
against Jews and blacks that harmed the 
war effort and depicted this view in some of 
his early wartime cartoons. 

    One of the most successful 
wartime animated characters, 
Private Snafu, was the brainstorm 
of Frank Capra who headed the 
Army Motion Picture Unit. Geisel 
commanded the animation section, 
and did the majority of writing, for 
the 26 episodes that were produced 
between 1943 and 1945. Private 
Snafu was a Soldier used for 
teaching lessons to the troops. The 
material was presented in a manner 
t h a t w a s b o t h 
e n t e r t a i n i n g 

and educational. 
Usually, Snafu was shown 
doing the wrong thing due to 
laziness or ignorance. The 

intention of the cartoons 
was for Soldiers to learn 
from Snafu’s mistakes. 

   Ted Geisel left the Army after WWII as a 
Lieutenant Colonel and received the Legion of 

Merit for his contribution to the war effort. 
He passed away on September 24, 1991 in 
La Jolla, California, where he and his wife 

had moved after the war. Geisel's 
birthday, March 2, is celebrated as the 

annual date for National Read Across 
America Day, an effort to promote reading 

created by the National Education Association.
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Theodor Seuss “Ted” Geisel

June 6, 1944.  D-Day at Normandy.  It was 
the Allied invasion of northern France.  
Most Americans are familiar with the event 
and many have seen the movie The 
Longest Day.  But how many Signal 
soldiers know the Signal connection with 
the producer of this epic war film, Darryl F. 
Zanuck? 
    Darryl Zanuck was born in Nebraska in 
1902.    He moved to California at age six 
and began working in films by eight.  At 
fifteen he lied about his age to join the 
Nebraska National Guard and ended up 
serving on the Mexican Border and in 
France during WWI.  He was only eighteen 
when the war ended.  After the war Zanuck 
did some writing and sold his first movie script in 1922 to a 
Hollywood producer.  He soon began working with Warner 
Brothers as a script writer.  During this time he wrote plots for the 
popular Rin Tin Tin movie series. As an executive 
producer Zanuck was instrumental in helping Warner 
Brothers make the change to sound with the 1927 film 
The Jazz Singer.  He became a studio manager in 1928 
and later became chief of production.  Zanuck had 
essentially become the right hand man of Jack Warner in 
a few short years.  Other great hits hr produced at the 
time were Little Caesar (1930) and The Public Enemy 
(1931).  After being denied a share in the ownership 
of the studio, Zanuck made his next move in the 
film industry. 
    In 1933 Zanuck became a co-founder of Twentieth 
Century Pictures.  In 1935 the company bought Fox 
Studios and formed Twentieth Century Fox.  He produced 
The Grapes of Wrath in 1940 followed by How Green Was My 
Valley in 1941. 

    In 1942 Zanuck was commissioned a 
Colonel in the Signal Corps.  His first 
assignment was a military observer attached 
to the American Embassy in London.  During 
this time he negotiated agreements with the 
British Minister of Information and the Soviet 
Film Bureau to coordinate information and 
training films for the Allies.  On 19 August 
1942 he accompanied Canadian, British, and 
American troops on the raid at Dieppe, France. 
Colonel Zanuck was then sent to the Aleutian 
Islands of Alaska to supervise the production 
of the first film of a War Department historical 
film series for public information.  This feature 
film in technicolor, entitled Report from the 

Aleutians, won a New York Film Critics award. 
   Colonel Zanuck was next assigned to oversee the production of 
the second feature film in the historical series, At the Front in 
North Africa.  He organized special photographic detachments to 

cover the amphibious landings.  The film incorporated no 
staged material or special effects.  All of its combat scenes 
were real.  Zanuck received a Legion of Merit for his role.  
He continued on to supervise production of films during 
the fighting in Italy, returning to Twentieth Century Fox 

studio in 1944. 
   In 1962 he completed what many consider his greatest 

film accomplishment, The Longest Day. Filmed on 
location in Corsica and Normandy as well as on sets in 

Paris, the film used the services of forty-eight technical 
supervisors and a who’s who of Hollywood legends 

such as John Wayne, Robert Mitchum, Henry Fonda, 
Eddie Albert, Richard Burton, Sean Connery, Robert Ryan, 

Sal Mineo, Paul Anka, Red Buttons, Roddy McDowell, Fabian, 
Edmund O’Brian, and Robert Wagner. At a cost of $10 million, it 
was a major production and a box office success with $40 million.
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darryl f. zanuck: “The Longest Day”



Preserving the history…

Preparing the future...

Educating the present…

How to Join the Team

Tell Others: Become an Ambassador and tell others about FGHMS

Volunteer Time:  Help our staff with your unique skills/gifts

Donate: PayPal at paypal.me/FGHMS

Mail Checks payable to FGHMS, 4570 Dewey Drive, Martinez, GA 30907-9103

Fort Gordon has 79 years of continuous active service in the CSRA



SPONSORS

…SPONSORS!

• PETSCH RESPIRATORY SERVICES (Platinum)
• HERBERT HOMES (Platinum)

• FIRST COMMAND FINANCIAL RESOURCES (Gold)
• BLANCHARD & CALHOUN (Gold)
• AMENTUM (Gold)
• GEORGIA POWER (Gold)

• MAU WORKFORCE SOLUTIONS (Silver) 
• MAYO & ASSOCIATES (Silver) 
• CSRA ALLIANCE (Silver) 
• DEFOOR REALTY (Silver) 
• EPISCOPAL DAY SCHOOL (EDS) (Silver) – SCHOLARSHIP SPONSOR



CALENDAR of EVENTS:

• 18 Sep – POW/MIA Recognition Ceremony 
(10:30; Corner of Kilbourne St & Chamberlain Ave)

• 18 Sep – U.S. Air Force Birthday

• 13 Oct – U.S. Navy Birthday
• 13-15 Oct – AUSA Annual Meeting (Virtual) – Register at www.ausa.org
• 20 Oct – Monthly Briefing (ZOOM) – Speaker TBD
• 28 Oct – Young Professionals Event – Virtual Tour of Plant Vogtle

• 7 Nov – Veterans Day Parade (???)
• 10 Nov – U.S. Marine Corps Birthday
• 17 Nov – Monthly Briefing (ZOOM) – Sergeant Major of the Army (R) Dailey
• 12 Dec – Army v. Navy Game Watch Party (???)

http://www.ausa.org/


LIKE US ON FACEBOOK…
(Association of the US Army Greater Augusta-Fort 
Gordon Chapter)

Visit our AUSA WEBSITE…
(Ausa.org.augusta)

STAY CONNECTED WITH US! 

https://www.ausa.org/chapters/greater-augusta-fort-gordon-chapter
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