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Home of the Airborne and Special Operations Forces

PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE:

Volunteering is at the heart of the Association of the United States Army.

Here is what Mother Teresa says about volunteering.

“We cannot all do great things, but we can do small things with great love and 
together we can do something wonderful.”

This edition of the AUSA Fort Liberty Chapter is all about what we have 
accomplished with a relatively small number of volunteers, considering that Fort 
Liberty is the largest Installation in the Army by population.

Fort Liberty
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ASSOCIATION OF THE UNITED STATES ARMY
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For just a moment, imagine what we could accomplish with a few more volunteers to better serve Soldiers, 
Families, DA Civilians, Veterans, Retirees, and our Community Partners.  Consider the additional support we 
could provide to Army Recruiters, University ROTC programs, and High School Junior ROTC programs.  
Everyone receiving this newsletter is a member of AUSA.  This is our request for you to consider becoming a 
volunteer in an area where you can provide value to something you love to do.

We have opportunities to volunteer on committees involving the following activities:
Family Support Activities | NCO/Soldier Programs | Veteran and Retiree Affairs | Scholarships | 

Public Affairs and Education | Awards (from the local level to the national level) | 
Young Professionals | Army National Guard and U.S. Army Reserve Activities | Army Civilian Affairs |

Recruiting, ROTC, and JROTC Activities | Community Partners | Legislative Affairs |
Administration for our AUSA Chapter

The Fort Liberty Volunteer Services Offices says that volunteers served over $7,800,000 worth of work on the 
Installation in support of the Soldiers, Families, and Army Civilians who protect us every day and are often just 
a phone call away from a deployment in 18 hours.  Serving those who serve us is one of the greatest causes 
and reasons to volunteer.    

If you have a personal calling in any of these areas and feel the love in your heart to give back, then call us at 
910-396-3755. Leave a message with your name, call back information, and interest.  We will get back to you 
as soon as possible when one of our current volunteers checks the telephone each day.

Mother Teresa says it best: “Everyone can do SOMETHING.”

Al Aycock
MG, U.S. Army Ret.
President, AUSA Fort Liberty Chapter

https://www.ausa.org/chapters/fort-liberty-chapter
https://www.facebook.com/braggausa/
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F O R T  L I B E R T Y

FORT LIBERTY REDESIGNATION CEREMONY
Fort Liberty, NC

Fort Liberty N E W S L E T T E R

AUSA Fort Liberty Chapter President, MG (Ret) Al Aycock; Executive Vice President, SGM (Ret) Shirley Draughn; Senior Advisor, MG (Ret) 
Rodney Anderson; along with hundreds of soldiers, veterans, dignitaries, and military family members joined at the Main Post Flagpole to 
witness Fort Bragg’s historic redesignation to Fort Liberty at 9 a.m. June 2. 

LTG Christopher Donahue, XVIII Airborne Corps Commanding General, Command Sgt. Maj. TJ Holland, XVIII Airborne Corps Command 
Sergeant Major, Col. John Wilcox, installation Garrison Commander, and Command Sgt. Maj. Gregory Seymour, installation Command 
Sergeant Major, conducted the official casing of the Fort Bragg Garrison Colors.

“Welcome to Fort Liberty, the center of the universe,” began Donahue. “The United States of America’s strategic platform to respond to 
anything, anywhere in the world to ensure the liberty of all our fellow citizens. As you look around this group, across this installation, this 
community, you will know that we are ready to ensure liberty for all our citizens anywhere.”

The name Fort Liberty honors the heroism, sacrifices, and values of the Soldiers, Service Members, Civilians, and families who have, and 
will serve at the installation. All The Way…Fort Liberty! – MG (Ret) Rodney Anderson

June 2023
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On June 14, 2023, the AUSA Fort Liberty Chapter held its annual scholarship awards ceremony and luncheon at the Iron Mike Conference Center, Fort 
Liberty, NC. This event was conducted in partnership with the Fort Liberty Sergeants Major Association and Sergeant Audie Murphy Club, with more than 75 
leaders, Soldiers and Civilians in attendance. The ceremony recognized 10 Fort Liberty Chapter awardees in the amount of $2,500 each; eight SGM's 
Association Awardees of $500; and two Sergeant Audie Murphy Awardees.  Congratulations to all the Scholarship Recipients!

Fort Liberty Chapter Awardees:
Joseph Beaver
Tawnee Brown
Claire Burke 
Leanne Churchill
Jaylan Jones
Mya Parks
Dusty Sanders
Arthur Sellers
William Sellers 
Hunter Tatman 

June 2023

S C H O L A R S H I P  A W A R D S
Scholarship Presentations
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2023 Fort Liberty Scholarship Sponsors:
BAE Systems, Inc. 
Corvias
Fort Liberty Chapter 
MG Al Aycock, USA Ret.
COL Charles Pimble, USA Ret.
LTC Burke, USA Ret. 
CSM Andrew McFowler, USA Ret.
CSM Jimmie Spencer, USA Ret.
SGM Shirley Draughn, USA Ret.
SGM Terrance McQuade, USA Ret.
SFC Latonia Parks, USA Ret.
Mrs. Linda Wallace
Mrs. Hyo Suk Kim Kirschenman
Mr. Wade Byrd
Mr. George Bond

Sergeants’ Major Association Awardees: 
Alysisa Allen
Anthony Bidoli 
Mela Fritz
Christina Herbert
Arcadia Hilton 
Jaylan Jones
Hanifa Kamaraka
Trinity Matthews

Many thanks to the Fort Liberty Chapter, Vice President of Scholarships, LTC (Ret.) 
Emmett Burke, for his continued hard work  with the annual scholarship program. 

F O R T  L I B E R T Y

Sergeant Audie Murphy Club Awardees: 
Leslea Helm
Jayvion Summerville

Thank you to the sponsors for their generous contributions in helping with recognizing 
student’s academic excellence, leadership achievements and community service.

https://www.ausa.org/chapters/fort-liberty-chapter
https://www.facebook.com/braggausa/
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The celebration featured a keynote 
address by retired Sergeant Major of 
the Army, Daniel A. Dailey, AUSA 
Vice President of NCO and Soldier 
Programs. SMA (Ret) Dailey gave an 
amazing and impactful speech, while 
providing encouraging and motivating 
comments to the scholarship 
recipients. 

2 4 8 T H  A R M Y  B I R T H D A Y

Thank you to all our Membership, Community Partners, Association 
Members, DA Civilians, North Carolina Veteran organizations, and our 
Volunteers. Without our support, none of this would have been possible!

Fort Liberty Chapter Army Birthday Celebration

F O R T  L I B E R T Y

Members of the Sergeant Audie Murphy Club added a special touch to 
the ceremony by performing the presentation of the colors. 

The AUSA Fort Liberty Chapter welcomed its special active-duty guests; 
the Commander and Command Sergeant Major of the 406th Army Field 
Support Brigade, COL Larry Dean and CSM Thomas Fitzwater.

The Fort Liberty Chapter marked the 248th Army Birthday, with a celebration that included the traditional cake-cutting ceremony. The oldest member 
(CW5 Nicholas Bidoli, USASOC) and youngest member (CPL Cynthia Vijone, Sergeant Audie Murphy Club) of the Army family in the audience took 
part. MG (Ret) Aycock, the Chapter’s President, SMA(R) Daniel Dailey, and SGM(R) Draughn also participated in the cake cutting ceremony.
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June 2023 Community Partners

F O R T  L I B E R T Y

COMMUNITY PARTNER SPOTLIGHT

https://www.ausa.org/chapters/fort-liberty-chapter
https://www.facebook.com/braggausa/
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F O R T  L I B E R T Y

CHAPTER HIGHLIGHTS

Community Partner

Fort Liberty N E W S L E T T E R

The Fort Liberty Chapter will join our Community Partner, the NC Military Affairs Commission, to help sponsor and attend the North Carolina 
Defense Summit, 26 – 27 September 2023 in Raleigh, NC.  The summit is focused on bringing solutions to topics facing military 
installations/host-communities and the defense sector.

Showcase industry-leading equipment, products, innovative technology, and service solutions to address warfighter capabilities and requirements. 
Network with key decision-makers.  
Build Partnerships with Army senior leaders to increase understanding of the warfighters’ requirements.
Exhibit Space & Sponsorships Available: Reserve Exhibit Space

AUSA Warfighter Summit & Exposition 

https://s19.a2zinc.net/clients/ausa/warfighter2023/Public/MainHall.aspx?ID=72


S P O N S O R S H I P S

RIGHT ARM NIGHT: March 2023, The AUSA Fort Liberty Chapter was one of the sponsors of $250 for Right Arm Night, while participating in the 
old Army tradition of promoting camaraderie and esprit de corps. Leaders across the installation and community partners came together with those 
standing to their right - the ones helping them get through daily missions - to build relationships, while mixing and mingling with other leaders who 
have brought their battle buddies with them. As a sponsor, chapter board of directors set up a table booth filled with educational and membership 
information. Right Arm Night afforded an opportunity to present the chapter’s message in a variety of creative ways to the military community. 

OCS CEREMONY: April 2023, the Fort Liberty Chapter sponsored and attended the “Our Community Salutes” first ever ceremony in Fayetteville NC 
to recognize 90 high school seniors who were going into the military. The chapter provided sponsorship of $500 dollars and were afforded the 
opportunity to set up a table filled with promotional and educational items to share with the attendees.  Board of Directors advertised its products and 
services, and provided the enlistees, their families and recruiters with resources that can aid in the enlistee’s transition into the military. Chapter 
President, MG (Ret) Al Aycock, held discussions with Brig. Gen. Stacy M. Babcock, Chief of Staff, U.S. Army Reserve Command, Fort Bragg, NC 
during the event. The chapter was honored to support the next generation of patriots enlisting in the U.S. Armed Services and to the recruiters.

https://www.ausa.org/chapters/fort-liberty-chapter https://www.facebook.com/braggausa/ 7

June 2023 XVIII Airborne Corps Right Arm Night

F O R T  L I B E R T Y

Our Community Salutes (OCS) Ceremony

https://www.ausa.org/chapters/fort-liberty-chapter
https://www.facebook.com/braggausa/


Left: January 2023, Ryan Sattelberg, Vice 
President of NCO and Soldiers Programs, 
recognized the honorees of BLC Class 003-23.
. 
Right: May 2023, Tawni Dixon (Vice President, 
Family Support Program) and Ryan Sattelberg 
(Vice President, NCO & Soldier Programs) 
presented gifts to the two 82nd Airborne  
Division Junior Paratroopers of the Year 
recognition program.
 

Left: January 2023, Ariel Aponte (Immediate 
Past President) supported the Army Recruiting, 
JROTC/ and ROTC programs and Joint 
Service U.S.C.G. and Navy Recruiting at the 
Recruiting BN Oath of Enlistment Ceremony.
 
Right: April 2023, Senior Advisor, Laderek 
Green presented the inductee with an SGT 
Audie Murphy Case sponsored by the Chapter.

Left: January 2023, BODs attended the 
SGMs Association meeting; shared 
information on AUSA’s new launch of free 
basic membership and  held discussions 
with incoming SMA, CSM Michael Weimer. 

Right: April 2023, attended the JROTC Drill 
Competition Ceremony at South View 
Highschool to witness Cadets showcase 
their talent. Purchased trophies for winners.
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Left: April 2023, chapter provided sponsorship 
of $1000 to the MWR for the ACS Volunteer 
Appreciation Picnic; an event to recognize all 
volunteers contributed to the mission.
Right: Past President, Andrew McFowler and 
Senior Advisor, LaDerek Green conducted a 
professional development forum for the 
407th Brigade Support Battalion.
Bottom: April 2023, the chapter attended the 
18th ABN Corps Spring Civic Leaders Social. 
 Purchased hams at the post Commissary for 
the Easter Ham Donation Drive.

Sponsorships F O R T  L I B E R T Y

Fort Liberty N E W S L E T T E R



2023 INTERN PROGRAM: January 2023, the Chapter’s President, Al Aycock and EXCOM members met at the Iron Mike Conference & Catering 
Center to welcome Cadet Chris Palaguachi, an enlisted Green to Gold (G2G) candidate at Campbell University, to serve as an intern with the 
chapter. The chapter’s internship offers a workplace learning experience that assist participants to prepare for employment by observing and 
performing within the chapter’s operating environment and the work activities performed by members of our team.  Sarah Sattelberg, the chapter’s 
Marketing & Communications Vice President and then Director of Alumni Engagement at Campbell University referred Cadet Palaguachi to the 
chapter. Cadet Palaguachi exceptionally served as an intern with the chapter from January – May 2023, alongside the Marketing and 
Communications and Young Professional Committees.

2023 Internship Program

YOUNG PROFESSIONALS NETWORKING: May 2023, the chapter’s intern (Chris Palaguachi) and Vice President for Young Professionals (Joseph 
King) coordinated and led a very successful Young Professional Networking event at the Dirtbag Ales Brewery & Taproom, Hope Mills, NC.  The 
keynote speaker was SGM (Ret) Ryan Sattelberg, the Chapter’s Vice President of NCO & Soldiers Programs. SGM Sattelberg provided an excellent 
overview to the young professionals on “the 3 -ships’ of leadership” in business. His presentation provided valuable insight into “the power of 
influence in leadership”. In addition, our President, MG (Ret.) Al Aycock spoke to the young professionals on the importance of connecting with the 
community, volunteering their talents, and building lasting and valuable relations to support business growth. It was a fun evening of networking, 
with other veterans, active duty, military spouses, community partners and military supporters in the community. 

June 2023

F O R T  L I B E R T Y
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Young Professionals Networking
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Fort Liberty Chapter Board of Directors continue to display their 
selfless service and dedication to the Army and the Soldiers and 
Families of Fort Liberty. Through their commitment, the Fort Liberty 
Chapter was successful in helping grow the AUSA membership to its 
one million goal! Thank you so much for organizing, hosting and 
sponsoring such fantastic events, fundraising for scholarships and 
other programs, and supporting units and recruiters in 2023. 

It’s been a lot of work, but you’ve done an excellent job. Thank you for 
your time and effort!

B O A R D  O F  D I R E C T O R S
AUSA Staff

Fort Liberty Chapter
President: MG Al Aycock, USA Ret.
Executive Vice President: SGM Shirley Draughn, USA Ret.
Immediate Past President: CW3 Ariel Aponte, USA Ret.
Immediate Past Executive VP: Kirk DeViere, Former NC State Senator
Past President: CSM Andrew McFowler, USA Ret.
Secretary: Shauna Johnson
Treasurer: COL Wally Wallace, USA Ret.
NCO & Soldier Programs: SGM Ryan Sattelberg, USA Ret.
Communications & Public Affairs: Vacant
Awards: CSM Chris Nunez, USA Ret.
Retiree & Veterans Affairs: CSM Gerry Fountain, USA Ret.
Guard and Reserve Affairs: MG Aaron Neal, USA Ret.
Resolutions & Legislative Affairs: CSM William Shiflett, USA Ret.
Young Professional Networking: Joseph King
Community Partners Programs: Heather Port
Scholarship Program: LTC Emmett Burke, USA Ret.
Staff Assistant: 1SG Gary Kirschenman, USA Ret.
Family Support Program: Tawni Dixon
Individual Membership: Vacant
Marketing & Communication: Sarah Sattelberg
State President: Sharon Lewis
UNCW Sub Chapter President: Jess Boersma 
UNCW Sub Chapter Secretary: Vacant
UNCW Sub Chapter: Bill Kawczynski 
Advisory Board Member: MG Rodney Anderson, USA Ret.
Advisory Board Member: COL Willie Wright, USA Ret.
Advisory Board Member: CSM LaDerek Green, USA Ret.
Advisory Board Member: COL Billy Buckner, USA Ret.
Advisory Board Member: Scott Dorney 

F O R T  L I B E R T Y
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Fort Liberty Chapter's Community Partners are local commercial 
businesses, industries, professional and technical firms, corporations, 
local government and civic groups, and organizations or societies which 
support the Aims and Objects of the Association of the United States 
Army. Your membership is a testimonial to your support of the United 
States Army. If you'd like to find out more about becoming a corporate 
partner, email us. 

You can manage your membership by clicking the link below: 
https://www.ausa.org/membership/corporate 

We greatly appreciate your continued assistance and support! 

C O M M U N I T Y  P A R T N E R S
AAFMAA Wealth Management & Trust
Armed Services YMCA Fort Bragg
BAE Systems - Fayetteville
Bragg Mutual Federal Credit Union
Bryan Honda
Bullard Furniture, Inc.
Cape Fear Regional Theatre
City of Fayetteville
Defense Alliance of North Carolina
Dervik Real Estate
DLI, LLC
Dr. H. Zack Smith, DDS, MS, PA
Enginuex, LLC
EG3 Technologies, LLC
Fayetteville Cumberland Economic   
     Development Corp (FCEDC)
Fayetteville State University
First Citizens Bank & Trust
First Command Financial Services - 
Fayetteville
Fort Bragg Federal Credit Union
George T. Bond Company
Hallmark Spa & Pools
Hearst Media Production Group
Horizon Strategies
IEM
Institute for Defense and Business
JK Premier Marketing, LLC
McCloud Real Estate, LLC

Methodist University
Military Products Inc.
Military Spouse Jobs/Vet Jobs
Moorman, Kizer & Reitzel, Inc.
MSI Defense Solutions, LLC
NC Military Affairs Commission
NC Military Business Center
North Carolina Dept. of Military & Veterans Affairs
Packaging Consultants Group
Powers Swain Chevrolet
Progress Solar Solutions
Quicksilver, Inc.
Rhudy's Inc.
Sanford Contractors, Inc.
TechTerra Education
The Airborne & Special Operation Museum 
Foundation
The ASCEND Collective
The Range Complex
Trident Labs
U Mortgage
University of North Carolina Wilmington
UPS Store & Print Shop
Valley IT Solutions, LLC
Veterans United Home Loans - Fayetteville
Walsingham Group
Wrigglesworth Enterprises

https://www.ausa.org/chapters/fort-liberty-chapter https://www.facebook.com/braggausa/ 
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I N D I V I D U A L  M E M B E R S H I P S

WHY JOIN AUSA?

Find a place to enhance your leadership skills and be heard among your peers.
Join in-person and virtual meetings and network with potential business contacts.

Learn the latest Army happenings through curated news, publications, and podcasts.
Access special benefits like ARMY Magazine, scholarships, career center, and 1,000+ discounts and deals.

Support your community and explore even more offerings and events through your local AUSA chapter.

Join the Army's professional and representative association - at no cost to you.

Join AUSA

Membership Information 
Join AUSA, the Army’s premier professional association and host of the largest land power exposition in the U.S.

AUSA is open to everyone—including all ranks and components—whether you have a relationship with the U.S. 
Army or simply want to honor those who serve.

F O R T  L I B E R T Y

https://www.ausa.org/membership/basic?fbclid%3DIwAR1BFHylCjEyFgEKNAxupIFsg0euPAiJuCOl-vPC1zndWs5a9UAVHKXOm8M&h=AT0WEIR0ga-f_Op3cOn1OOnP8dHxwtwHCTguiss1awEs8bqexPddrlNB6x16tXosR0K-AtHhFpzWCg1AiSSoHmVf-bgWW3hx9ilHmff5AibWhX--__PLMKaBroNCn-mVzQ&__tn__=,mH-y-R&c%5b0%5d=AT0OTjLkaN02P7xTdG5EiprvlkIp3nCaAXhnr3hvSMTtP27px6HJmF7mXfKE_PtSpr9ke27Jjgs-DSZ8sPDgvEWKMr1f-JZkHjrYbYuv22JM8Siko-4vm5Q81oFKaYzyQbcvIT2FUgf0eOJONXq4Yh6mECOrk6tmQtlIA626hyMmQwzwCs74z2vBGAnxZH8sY5eWpJmnHlnffI-WeY459srk57S81SYA38BmHDgHVkCCbo2qyHBE97VHv1dw7ec42tNblvRLnzEU_qrAz32LOQ
https://www.ausa.org/membership
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