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WELCOME
to the

Association of the U.S. Army 
BREAKFAST & BRIEFINGS

(20 July 2021)

Guest Speaker:

COL Carlene Blanding, 
Commander, DDEAMC

&

DDEAMC Behavioral Health Team

GENERAL 
MEETING



THANK 
YOU

SPONSORS

JULY Sponsors:

 Petsch Respiratory Services
 MAU Workforce Solutions
 Uniti Fiber
 Navy Federal Credit Union
 CSRA Alliance

SCHOLARSHIP:
 Georgia Power



AUSA GOLF TOURNAMENT…A FUNDRAISER ‘FORE’ OUR MILITARY

Interested in sponsoring a Service Member 
to a round of golf?  They would love to 
hear about LIFE in the “Civilian World!”



GEORGIA STATE 
VETERANS CEMETERY 

AUGUSTA





• Gracewood Site is 219 acres with 58 acres in initial development

• “Medium” class cemetery with up to an estimated 749 burials a year

• $10 million state investment and employ 6 – 8 people

• Entry monument with twin drives

• Ceremonial area

• In-ground casket burial area

• Columbarium with granite caps and end panels

• In ground Cremains and Memorials

• Scattering Garden

• Campus supported by three buildings: 
• Administration/Visitors 

• Maintenance/Operations 

• Committal Service Shelter



Steps Ahead
• State appropriated 10% for planning on March 31, 2021
• State filed grant application with VA on June 29, 2021
• VA will issue rankings after October 1, 2021
• City of Augusta build access road and site demolitions
• Estimated cemetery begins receiving burials in 3-4 years
• Supporting non-profit to be established through 

Community Foundation.



Cemetery is a function of the 
Georgia Department of Veterans Services

Mike Roby, Commissioner



Please Welcome

COLONEL CARLENE BLANDING
Commander, Dwight D. Eisenhower   

Medical Center
&

DDEAMC Behavioral Health Team
(MAJ Leskanich, Dr. McCormick, Dr. Molitor)
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AUSA Briefing
Dwight D. Eisenhower Army Medical Center

COL Carlene A.S Blanding, Commander
CSM Natasha M. Santiago, Command Sergeant Major
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12

Outline:
1. Leadership
2. Subordinate Commands
3. Mission, Vision and Priorities
4. DDEAMC Operational Environment
5. DDEAMC Behavioral Health
6. BH Mission, Vision
7. BH Organizational Structure
8. BH System of Care Overview
9. BH Services Provided
10. BH Family Support
11. BH Partnerships
12. Discussion

Purpose: Provide an overview of Dwight D. Eisenhower Army 
Medical Center (DDEAMC) Behavioral Health capabilities.

Purpose and Outline
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Leadership

CSM Natasha M. Santiago
Command Sergeant Major

COL Ronald Gesaman
Deputy Commander

for Nursing

COL Charles Haislip
Deputy Commander
for Clinical Services

COL Brandon J. Pretlow
Deputy Commanding Officer

Mr. Joseph Bird
Deputy

for Quality & Safety

COL Peter Markot
Deputy Commander
for Administration

MSG Edward Hurtado
NCOIC

Administration

SFC Jeremy Trapier
NCOIC

Clinical Services

MSG Jonathan Lucas 
NCOIC

Nursing

SSG Jodi Brady
NCOIC

Quality & Safety

COL Carlene A.S  Blanding
Commander
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Subordinate Commands

DDEAMC Troop 
Battalion

Ft. Gordon, GA

Rodriguez Army Health 
Clinic

Puerto Rico

LTC John Catalano
Commander

LTC Joseph Walker
Commander

LTC Kenora Walker
Commander

SFC Shakira Troutman
Senior Enlisted Advisor

CSM John Case
Command Sergeant 

Major

SOUTHCOM Clinic
Miami, FL

Pending 
Photo

Pending 
Photo
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Dwight D. Eisenhower Army 
Medical Center provides military 

readiness through sustained 
medical education and 

multidisciplinary care in order to 
deliver consistent, high quality 

patient centered healthcare 
services for Soldiers, Family 

Members, and Retirees.

MISSION STATEMENT

Readiness 
Optimization

Organization-
wide Quality and 
Safety Culture 

Cultivation

5-Star Patient 
Experience

COVID 
Response

Transition to the 
DHA Augusta 

Market

Medical Education 
Activities 

Sustainment

We Are…Eisenhower!

Mission, Vision & Priorities

VISION
To be the Medical Center of choice delivering readiness while providing 5-Star healthcare 

experience

Purpose
Values based organization that provides medical readiness through quality, timely, safe 

healthcare and exceptional medical education.
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DDEAMC Operational 
Environment
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DDEAMC Behavioral Health

MAJ LINDSAY J. LESKANICH
Psychiatric Nurse Practitioner

Chief, Inpatient Psychiatry Service

DR. ANTHONY MCCORMICK, Ph.D.
Chief, Intensive Outpatient Program/

Supervisory Clinical Psychologist 

PATRICK MOLITOR, MD
Psychiatrist

Child and Family Behavioral Health Services
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MISSION

To ensure constant readiness in support of the nation’s military forces 
worldwide by:

a. Providing quality behavioral health and neurological services to our 
beneficiaries in Fort Gordon and Southeast Region.

b. Promoting behavioral health and wellness of the military family.
c. Providing highly trained behavioral health professionals.

VISION

One Team….”Five-Star Care”…. Five-Star Caring

Mission/Vision
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BH System of Care Overview
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Organizational Chart

Department Chief
Department Senior Enlisted

Outpatient 
Behavioral 

Health Service 
(OBHS)

Inpatient 
Psychiatry 

Service (IPS)

Residential 
Treatment 

Facility (RTF)
Family Advocacy 
Program (FAP)

Child and Family 
Behavioral 

Health Service 
(CBHS)

Intensive 
Outpatient 

Program (IOP)

Substance Use 
Disorder Clinical 
Care (SUDCC)

Community 
Behavioral 

Health Service 
(CBHS)

Outlying Clinics:

SOUTHCOM, FL
OIC: LTC John Catalano

Fort Buchanan, PR
OIC: LTC Joseph Walker

Tele-Behavioral Health Service
Chief: Dr. Trakowski

Traumatic Brain Injury Clinic
Director: Dr. Riggs
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• Assessment and Diagnosis
• Emergent & routine evaluations
• Psychological and neuropsychological testing
• Child abuse and domestic violence evaluation and treatment

• Treatment
• Evidence-based psychotherapy (individual, couple, family)
• Psychiatric medications
• Psycho-educational groups
• Psychophysiological therapy (biofeedback, relaxation training)
• Outpatient and residential treatment for substance use
• Transcranial Magnetic Stimulation (TMS) 

• Military Specific
• Command-directed BH evaluations
• Military school evaluations
• Security Clearance BH evaluations
• Fitness for duty evaluations
• Command consultation

Services Provided
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Top Concerns and Diagnosis

Concerns and Diagnosis
• Anxiety
• Adjustment Disorder
• PTSD
• Depression
• COVID related stressors
• Isolation (separation from extended Family, telework, etc.) 
• Occupational stressors
• Family problems
• Legal issues (e.g., divorce, chapters, arrests, etc.)

• Average 6-10 patients per week on inpatient unit

Reasons for Hospitalization
• Suicidal Ideation
• Difficulty Adjusting to the Military
• Psychosis

The military is a microcosm of society. The significant impact with COVID-19 
pandemic identified adaptive and maladaptive forms of coping with life stressors 

stated above
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The Child and Family Behavioral Health Service (CAFBHS) 

Family Support

• Provides treatment services to
• Children / Adolescents
• Adult Family Members
• Couples / Families
• Retirees

• Consultations
• Primary Care Managers
• Schools
• Community Agencies
• Other BH Providers

• Services
• Psycho-social Assessments
• Medication Management
• Psychological Testing
• Individual counseling and 

Therapy
• Group Therapy
• Psycho-education

• Multidisciplinary Treatment 
Team:

• Psychiatry
• Psychology
• Social workers
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Breaking the Stigma

The Army along with all branches of the Military continue to support all 
personnel that engage in behavioral health and behavioral health services

May - Mental Health Awareness Month
• Support from all DoD Agencies
• Information Tables
• MS Teams Presentations
• Facebook Posts and Articles

The Stigma is still present - especially for personnel requiring a high level 
security clearance
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Partnerships

• Training Rotations for local students / residents  

• Off-Post referrals and Collaboration w/ Providers

• Local Sexual Assault and Domestic Violence 

meetings / Forums
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• Difficulty recruiting and retaining Behavioral Health Professionals due to 
geographical location

• Access to care 
• Less in-person interaction– largely due to COVID
• More Adjustment D/O’s due to AIT population/ first time away from 

home/new environment
• TMS therapy options (Transcranial Magnetic Stimulation)
• Network opportunities 
• Access to start substance abuse medication
• IOP (Intensive Outpatient Program), costly in the community and 

availability 

Discussion
Civilian / Military Sector
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Questions?



2021-2022 Premier Sponsors 
• HERBERT HOMES 
• PETSCH RESPIRATORY SERVICES 
• BAE SYSTEMS

• JANUS RESEARCH GROUP

• AMENTUM 

• BRANDSTORM PROMOTIONS 
• GEORGIA POWER 

• FIRST COMMAND FINANCIAL SERVICES 

• SME CPA 

• MAU WORKFORCE SOLUTIONS 
• MAYO STRATEGIC ADVISORS 
• CSRA ALLIANCE 

• DEFOOR REALTY 
• SRP FEDERAL CREDIT UNION 
• ADP 

• FORCES UNITED
• MEYBOHM REALTY

• CADENCE BANK
• EPISCOPAL DAY SCHOOL
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GOLD

SILVER

 Petsch Respiratory Services
 MAU Workforce Solutions
 Uniti Fiber
 Navy Federal Credit Union
 CSRA Alliance

SCHOLARSHIP:
 Georgia Power

JULY 2021 SPONSORS

• ALLEGRA MARKETING / PRINTING

• SOFTACT SOLUTIONS
• JORDAN TROTTER COMMERCIAL REAL ESTATE
• SOUTHEASTERN RESIDENTIAL

• NAVY FEDERAL CREDIT UNION



Thank you for 
joining us today!

NEXT B&B
24 AUGUST 2021

SAME TIME – SAME PLACE – SAME FOOD – DIFFERENT SPEAKER

GENERAL(R) BOB BROWN, 
Incoming AUSA President/CEO

CHANGE IN DATE
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