
 

 AUSA Sunshine Chapter Newsletter – Winter 2021 (Dec – Mar) 

Covid-19 continues to interfere with normal operations for our chapter. 

But, there is still much to do. Here are some of the you can get involved 

that you don’t want to miss each year! 

 

Vietnam War 50th Anniversary Commemoration  
2020 was not the year to relax in recognizing the service of our 
Veterans of the Vietnam War. This commemorative period is 

different than some in that we are 
celebrating the 50th over a period that 
recognizes the entire war and its every 
evolving Veterans. In our other wars before 
this, troops were there for the entirety. For 
Vietnam, the length of the war meant some 
came and were gone before others even 
joined up to go or serve elsewhere in time of 
war. We should keep that in our hearts and 
continue to commemorate and fellowship 

with these Veterans. The VA estimates that we lost 559 
Vietnam Veterans a day throughout 2020. The pace will only 
pick up. They gather all year round, to come back together and 
remember those who did not come back, and we have the 
opportunity to say thanks by joining them. I am not one of 
them, but they have never asked me to go away. They want to 



share, and we ought to want to listen and learn. It just takes a 
bit of your time.   https://www.vietnamwar50th.com/ 
 

Wreaths Across America 
The VA’s National Cemeteries participate in the annual 
Christmas-time Wreaths Across America program. Local VA 
cemeteries include the Florida National (Bushnell) and Cape 
Canaveral National (Mims). Both cemeteries welcomed literally 
thousands of wreath-layer volunteers to place a wreath at all, 
or most, of the graves in the entire cemetery. You can 
participate by volunteering to be there to distribute the 
wreaths, or by donating to purchase wreaths so that EVERY 
grave gets a wreath next year. Visiting and donating is easy, 
also.  Your local Sunshine Chapter had several participants in 
2020, and we hope to have more in 2021. 
https://www.wreathsacrossamerica.org/ 
 

 Jointness, and Toys for Tots 
On Saturday 19 Dec, EXCOM members 
Traci Jones and Kevin Vizzarri 
supported the Army Aviation 
Association of America Central Florida 
Chapter donating 5 turkey Christmas 
boxes of a full dinner to the Orlando 
Recruiting Company. AAAA and AUSA partner every year to 
support local units during Thanksgiving  and Christmas. At its 

https://www.vietnamwar50th.com/
https://www.wreathsacrossamerica.org/


standard “2nd Friday of the Month” 
meeting at Frogger’s  in Oviedo, the 
AAAA Chapter also hosted its Toys for 
Tots event in conjunction with local 
US Marine 
Corps 
Reservists and 

MSgt Sean Osmond. AUSA members 
were all over this event, and our Jeep-
restorer, COL (R) Fran Fierko was back 
with “Sky Pilot”.   
 
 

Sunshine Chapter Social Media 
The Chapter has Scott Ariotti, who actually knows what he is 
doing, in charge of our social media accounts now! A giant step 
forward. Are you following us on social media? If not, you 
should be. Apart from our presence on Facebook, we've started 
a whole new (official) page on LinkedIn. The previous Sunshine 
Chapter page on LinkedIn was started by someone from outside 
our area and has been unresponsive in our requests to get the 
page turned over. So, here's to a fresh start. Please join us 
there for professional news and announcements. And don't 
forget about our chapter page on the National AUSA website. 
Facebook under the title “Sunshine Chapter of the Association 
of the United States Army (AUSA)”. LinkedIn group is at “AUSA 
Sunshine Chapter (Official)”.   
 
 
https://www.facebook.com/AUSASunshine/ 

https://www.facebook.com/AUSASunshine/


https://www.linkedin.com/company/ausa-sunshine-chapter-official 

https://www.ausa.org/chapters/sunshine-chapter 

President.Sunshine@ausa.org 
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