
 

  

  

 

July 13, 2009  

On behalf of the more than 100,000 members of the 
Association of the United States Army, I want to thank 
you for your floor amendment to S. 1390, the FY 2010 
Defense Authorization Act, which would provide 
authority to increase Army active-duty end strengths 
for fiscal years 2010 through 2012.  

As you know, the troop increases in Afghanistan will 
precede decreases in Iraq, causing the number of 
deployed soldiers to increase into next year.  The 
Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff testified to 
Congress that it will be difficult to increase dwell time 
at home over the next 18 to 24 months with our 
current end strength.  Factor in the more than 30,000 
soldiers who are on the rolls but not deployable, and 
it’s obvious what a strain that would be to our current 
troop levels.  You get this, and I hope your floor 
amendment will help your fellow Senators see it, too. 

The Army is in dire need of sufficient troops to 
increase dwell time for active duty soldiers, increase 
support for operational missions, and help the Army 
achieve reorganization objectives.  Thanks to your 
recognition of this gap in end strength planning, we 
have a chance at giving the Army the resources our 
Soldiers deserve. 

We say that we want to ease the stress and strain on 
soldiers and their families, and now is the time to do 
the one thing that will provide immediate relief.  Your 
actions to make this a reality show that you are a true 



ally to the Armed Forces.  Thank you for introducing 
the Lieberman Amendment to S. 1390 which will 
authorize the Army to increase its size now.  I hope 
that your fellow Senators also lend their support to 
your worthy cause. 

Sincerely, 

 

GORDON R. SULLIVAN 
General, USA Retired 

 

 

 

 


