
    
      Skip to main content
    
    


      
    

  

    
      
        
                      
                              
                
                                  
                      
    
            
  User account menu

  

        
              
                      My account
                      Log in
                      Shop
                      Donate
                      JOIN
                      Renew
            

      


  

  

                  

                  
                    
                  
                  
                    
                      
                        
                          
                            
                                  
                                    
                                      
                                        
 

                                    

                                    
                                      Search
                                    

                                  

                                

                              


                          
                        

                      

                    

                  

                                          

            
              
                [image: ausa_logo]
              
              
                
                  [image: ausa_logo_text]ASSOCIATION OF THE UNITED STATES ARMY
                

                
                  Voice for the Army - Support for the Soldier

                

              

            

                            

      

      
        
          
            Toggle navigation
            
            
            
          
          Main Menu

        

        
          
              
            
  Main Menu

  

        


                            	
                                                          About Us
                      
                                                  	
                                                          Directions to AUSA
                                
	
                                                          Executive Leadership
                                
	
                                                          Conference & Event Center
                                
	
                                                          Staff
                                
	
                                                          Work at AUSA
                                
	
                                                          Internships
                                


    
                                
	
                                                          Membership
                      
                                                  	
                                                          Premium Membership
                                
	
                                                          Basic Membership
                                
	
                                                          Community Partners
                                
	
                                                          National Partners
                                
	
                                                          Association Partners
                                
	
                                                          Scholarships
                                
	
                                                          Member Benefits
                                


    
                                
	
                                                          Chapters
                      
                                                  	
                                                          Find a Chapter
                                
	
                                                          Regions
                                
	
                                                          Upcoming Events
                                


    
                                
	
                                                          Meetings & Events
                      
                                                  	
                                                          Annual Meeting
                      
                                                  	
                                                          2024 Annual Meeting & Exposition
                                
	
                                                          Future Dates
                                
	
                                                          Sponsorship
                                
	
                                                          National Awards
                                


    
                                
	
                                                          Events
                      
                                                  	
                                                          Calendar
                                
	
                                                          Hot Topics
                                
	
                                                          Coffee Series
                                
	
                                                          Noon Report Series
                                
	
                                                          Strategic Landpower Dialogues
                                
	
                                                          Past Events
                                


    
                                
	
                                                          Symposium
                      
                                                  	
                                                          Global Force
                                
	
                                                          LANPAC
                                
	
                                                          EANGUS
                                
	
                                                          Eurosatory
                                


    
                                


    
                                
	
                                                          Publications & News
                      
                                                  	
                                                          Annual Meeting News
                                
	
                                                          ARMY Magazine
                                
	
                                                          AUSA Extra
                                
	
                                                          The Green Book
                                
	
                                                          Headline News
                                
	
                                                          Podcasts
                                
	
                                                          AUSA Studies
                                
	
                                                          Advertising Opportunities
                                


    
                                
	
                                                          Government Affairs
                      
                                                  	
                                                          2024 Focus Areas
                                
	
                                                          Partner Organizations
                                
	
                                                          Legislative Resources
                                
	
                                                          Letters to Congress & the Administration
                                
	
                                                          Chapter Advocacy
                                


    
                                
	
                                                          Professional Development
                      
                                                  	
                                                          Programs
                      
                                                  	
                                                          Center for Leadership
                                
	
                                                          Army National Guard
                                
	
                                                          Army Reserve
                                
	
                                                          DACs & Miltechs
                                
	
                                                          Education & Programs
                                
	
                                                          NCOs & Soldiers
                                
	
                                                          Retired Soldiers & Veterans
                                
	
                                                          ROTC
                                


    
                                
	
                                                          Resources
                      
                                                  	
                                                          AUSA Job Fair
                                
	
                                                          Jobs Central
                                
	
                                                          Industry Guide
                                
	
                                                          Live Streams
                                
	
                                                          Book Program
                                


    
                                


    
                                
	
                                                          Military Families
                      
                                                  	
                                                          Family Resources
                                
	
                                                          Forums and Events
                                
	
                                                          AUSA Volunteer Family of the Year Award
                                
	
                                                          Ultimate Guides
                                
	
                                                          AUSA / ODYD
                                
	
                                                          Traditions
                                


    
                                


    


  


          
        

      
    


    
    
        
      
      
              
          
          
                                                                          
              
                
                  

  
    
      
      


  
    
        
      
  
          
        	  
    
        
          
      






      
        	
  
      SysAdmin:Toward Barnett’s Stabilization and Reconstruction Force

    
      
      

  SysAdmin:Toward Barnett’s Stabilization and Reconstruction Force




    

  





        
    
            September 07, 2006

      
    
            Current operations have brought new emphasis to Stability, Security, Transition and Reconstruction (SSTR) operations in U.S. military thought and doctrine, yet for obvious reasons, this attention has tended to focus on the post-hostilities phase of a combat operation. If anything, overpowered by the immediate lessons and imperatives from Afghanistan and Iraq, conceptual examination of missions focused on SSTR operations in their own right has received less attention from those actually engaged in the profession of arms than it did before the 11 September 2001 terrorist attacks on the American homeland.A conspicuous exception to this is Thomas P. M. Barnett’s distinction between “Leviathan” (combat) and “SysAdmin” (SSTR) forces in his books The Pentagon’s New Map and Blueprint for Action.3 Barnett’s discussion is especially salient because his is among the most compelling strategic characterizations of the global conflict in which America and her coalition partners are now engaged—making the prominent role he gives SSTR operations (and his argument for forces dedicated to them) worth careful consideration.Nevertheless, Barnett’s focus on grand strategy naturally leaves many details of the road toward his SysAdmin force somewhat vague. What follows seeks to fill in some key blanks, where Barnett leaves them, and to explore certain of his answers that might prove problematic. In doing so, contemporary discussions of SSTR operations are examined alongside selected older works that raised enduring issues before the war on terrorism became the major focus. Conclusions are identified from this analysis, and a path forward is suggested.
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